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Message from the President

Dear University of Houston Graduates,
Congratulations on achieving this remarkable achievement. Today’s 
graduation marks the start of a bright new beginning. Your longtime dream 
becomes a reality, and I join your family and friends in celebrating this 
milestone with you.
As you reflect on this moment, take pride in knowing it was your hard 

work, intellect, perseverance and belief in yourself that got you here. Equally important was 
the unwavering support of those around you. These values and connections have shaped who 
you are today and will propel you forward in your professional journey. 
As you move ahead, remember the power of paying it forward. Be a mentor to someone else 
who dreams of achieving what you have. Moreover, remember to express gratitude to your 
professors, advisors, family and friends who supported you along the way. 
The Tier One education you’ve received at UH has provided you with the tools to thrive. This 
is the home of nationally top-ranked academic programs, world-renowned faculty, an NCAA 
Final Four basketball team, cutting-edge research and industry leaders. I have no doubt that 
you will join the ranks of the many successful alumni who have come before you. 
Congratulations, Coogs! The world is yours.
With warm regards, 

Renu Khator
President, University of Houston
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Message from the Provost

Dear Spring Graduates,
You’ve traveled a long road to reach this moment, but here you are! 
Congratulations on earning a degree from the University of Houston.
Whether you’re the first in your family to graduate from college or perhaps 
a second-generation Cougar, today’s ceremony marks a significant moment 
in your lives. It’s also special for the University of Houston as your success 

has been our priority since you first stepped foot on campus.
Now, you embark on new journeys. Some of you may be entering the workforce. Others may 
be headed to graduate school. No matter your destination, please remember those who helped 
you get to this point.
Stay in touch with peers, professors and staff members and remind them that their guidance 
supported your academic journeys. Also, thank your spouses, siblings, parents, grandparents 
and others in attendance today for their daily inspiration.
Of course, be sure to truly recognize the one person responsible for today’s celebration—you! 
You balanced classes, work, family and other obligations. It wasn’t easy, but you did it. Now, 
you are poised to reap the rewards of a degree from UH.
Although you are leaving this wonderful campus, you will remain a member of our University 
family. You now carry the proud tradition of past UH graduates and will represent our 
institution in your professional endeavors. Be proud of your time here, and let others know 
that you are now and forever a Cougar.
Once again, congratulations!
Sincerely,

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, University of Houston
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University of Houston System

Board of Regents
John A. McCall Jr., Vice Chairman

Gregory C. King, Secretary
Durga D. Agrawal

Tomas Bryan
Alonzo Cantu
Beth Madison
Jack B. Moore

Tammy D. Murphy
Ricky Raven

University of Houston

President
Renu Khator

President’s Cabinet

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Raymond S. Bartlett 
Senior Vice President for Administration and Finance

Eloise Brice 
Vice President for Advancement and Alumni

Dona Hamilton Cornell 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel

Lisa K. Holdeman 
Vice President for Marketing and Communications

Michael Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Paul R. Kittle 
Vice President for Student Affairs

Ramanan Krishnamoorti 
Vice President for Energy and Innovation

Elwyn C. Lee 
Vice President for Neighborhood and Strategic Initiatives

Holley Love 
President, UH Faculty Senate

Jonathan McCullers 
Vice President for Health Affairs and 

Dean, Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine

Claudia Neuhauser 
Vice President for Research

Eddie Nuñez 
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics

Michael Pedé 
Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations

Jason Smith 
Vice President for Government and Community Relations

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, 
it prospered and officially became the four-year 
University of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the 
college attained land for a permanent campus, and 
in 1939 it constructed its first building, the Roy 
G. Cullen Building. The University became a state 
institution in 1963.
The University includes 14 academic colleges, one 
school, and the multidisciplinary Honors College 
that teach a wide array of subjects – from math, arts 
and engineering to law, pharmacy and business. 
What started as a campus with a single building has 
grown into a world-class university, offering 285 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
47,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve 
a diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the 
resources of the Gulf Coast Region complement and 
enrich the University’s academic programs, providing 
students with professional expertise, practical 
experience and career opportunities.
In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s 
oldest and most prestigious academic honor society, 
awarded UH the approval to start a chapter. This 
designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree Hood: Violet 
 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree Hood: Brown 
 Hood (Music): Pink 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Pink 
 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Drab 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Light Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree Hood: Orange 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree Hood: Navy, Red and White 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople 
wore long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, 
distinctive gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and 
hoods to protect their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape 
that could be pulled over the head during unpleasant weather.
As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their 
faculties for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed 
postgraduate studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became 
ornamental, draped over the shoulders and down the back.
The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The 
mortarboard style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, 
styles were quite varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the 
Intercollegiate Code of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Red

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Tilman J. Fertitta Family 
College of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine Degree 
 Hood: Kelly Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree Hood: Golden Yellow 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Andy and Barbara Gessner 
College of Nursing

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Red

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree Hood: Gold 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
 Hood: Seafoam Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree  Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
 Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Red

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Red

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Peacock Blue

Master’s Degree  Hood: Peacock Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Undergraduate Student Success
Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: White

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of 
General Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes 
the escutcheon in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting 
nobility — and three martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and 
deliverance. A winged hourglass is placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the 
motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” The greyhounds indicate speed of giving 
aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the present campus was established. 
Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, the first version was etched 
into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.
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University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing 
the University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in 
the late 14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle 
mace, were combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,
Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness
When we think of thee.
We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.
And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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Academic Honors
Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The 
final designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree 
requirements.
Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade 
point averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)

  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)

  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the 
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Graduates

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point 
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the 
University of Houston.

Spring 2025

Rifa Ali 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Imran Ammar Araim  
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Marcos Delgadillo Lope 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Maria Alejandra Duarte Salcedo 
Bachelor of Science in Economics 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Athina Wilhelmina Economon 
Bachelor of Science in Economics 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Luiz Black Fernandez 
Bachelor of Science in Biology 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Guadalupe A. Gaspar 
Bachelor of Science in Retailing and Consumer Science 

Cullen College of Engineering

Sally Huang  
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Sara Moreno 
Bachelor of Arts in Spanish 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Ngoc-Trang Adrienne Hoai Nguyen 
Bachelor of Science in Biology 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Tiffany Thao Nguyen 
Bachelor of Science in Health 

College of Education

Amna Siddiqui 
Bachelor of Arts in English 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Manvi Singh 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Camila Sosa Chassaigne 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Vanessa Camthy Truong 
Bachelor of Science in Digital Media 
Cullen College of Engineering

Ashley J. Vasquez 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance  

Bachelor of Business Administration  
in Supply Chain Management 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Hannah Wani 
Bachelor of Science in Biology 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Charis J. Wu 
Bachelor of Arts in History 

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Muhammad Zain 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Entrepreneurship 

Bachelor of Business Administration in Management 
C.T. Bauer College of Business 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Honorary Degree

Nathan Fowler, M.D.

Dr. Nathan Fowler, a distinguished alumnus, is considered one of the 
world’s foremost experts in drug development for blood cancers. As chief 
medical officer for BostonGene, Fowler provides strategic direction to 
the biomedical software company, empowering it to advance precision 
medicine therapies for cancer patients. The award-winning company uses 
AI-powered solutions to provide clinicians with actionable insights, support 
personalized therapy decisions, expedite drug development and improve 
patient outcomes. 
Prior to joining BostonGene, Fowler was a professor of medicine and 
director of the clinical investigational and translational research program in 

the Lymphoma and Myeloma department at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. At MD Anderson, Fowler focused on developing groundbreaking new therapies for 
cancer patients, which led to FDA approval of several novel therapeutic agents in lymphoma. 
In addition, he led the development of one of the first combination immunotherapy 
regimens for untreated lymphomas and is the primary investigator for the ongoing 
international phase III study with the combination. 
A profound researcher, Fowler has published over 175 articles in peer-reviewed journals, 
numerous textbooks on innovative approaches to cancer therapy and is a sought-after 
speaker for high-profile conferences. He graduated cum laude from the University of 
Houston with a bachelor’s degree in biology and a minor in Spanish in 1996, earned his 
medical degree from the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in 2001, where he 
also completed his residency, and received fellowship training in hematology/oncology at 
both Georgetown University Hospital and MD Anderson. 
Most impressive is Fowler’s rich history of service and community engagement. As a 
student at UH, he volunteered to teach officers Spanish at the Houston Police Department. 
His fluency in Spanish — supported by his undergraduate minor — has become a vital 
asset in his medical practice, allowing him to communicate directly with Spanish-speaking 
patients, enabling more personal, effective care. Prior to his work in medicine, he served 
in the U.S. Army as a nuclear, biological and chemical defense specialist. Moreover, Fowler 
is the founder and president of the Halo House Foundation, a Houston-based nonprofit 
organization providing affordable housing to blood cancer patients receiving medical 
treatment. His nonprofit — which charges patients only $20 per night for fully furnished 
apartments — has provided over 9,000 days of housing to hundreds of families. 

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service 
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Honorary Degree

Julian Schnabel 

A prolific and groundbreaking artist, Julian Schnabel is a world-renowned 
painter whose multidisciplinary work spans sculpture, architecture, 
furniture and film. Widely regarded as one of the most influential American 
artists of the last 40 years, Schnabel rose to prominence as a leading 
figure in the neo-Expressionist movement in the 1980s. He later became a 
celebrated filmmaker and continues to excel in both fields today.
An accomplished alumnus of the University of Houston, Schnabel earned his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 1973. He later became the first UH graduate 
to be honored with a solo exhibition at the University’s Blaffer Art Museum. 
His first major exhibition was a group of paintings at the Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Houston, in 1976. By the late 1970s, he was exhibiting at some of 
New York’s most prestigious galleries, including Mary Boone and the legendary Leo 
Castelli Gallery. The strength of Schnabel’s work lay in his use of preexisting materials 
not traditionally used in art making, varied painting surfaces and inventive modes of 
construction — breaking artistic norms of the time. His unorthodox approach helped revive 
painting in the United States and beyond during a period largely characterized by conceptual 
art and minimalism.
In the 1990s, Schnabel expanded into filmmaking, directing and writing “Basquiat” — a 
critically acclaimed film about the famed artist Jean-Michel Basquiat and New York’s 1980s 
art scene. To date, he has directed six major films, including the acclaimed “Before Night Falls”, 
which earned Javier Bardem an Academy Award nomination for his breakout role. His 2007 
film “The Diving Bell and the Butterfly” was nominated for four Academy Awards, including 
Best Director, and earned Schnabel the Best Director Award at the Cannes Film Festival. 
Schnabel’s paintings are housed in some of the most prestigious museums in the world, 
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art; the Museum of Modern Art, New York; the 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los 
Angeles; the Reina Sofia in Madrid; the Tate Modern in London; and the Centre Georges 
Pompidou in Paris. A true visionary, Schnabel transformed the language of painting and 
paved the way for new generations of artists. 

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service 
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

President’s Medallion

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, established in 1944 by hotel 
magnate and philanthropist Conrad N. Hilton, has long championed 
initiatives that alleviate human suffering and foster global goodwill. 
Hilton’s profound belief in the transformative power of hospitality 
led to a significant milestone in 1969 when he donated $1.5 million 
to the University of Houston to establish the Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel and Restaurant Management — the first hospitality 
school in Texas. This foundational gift laid the groundwork for 

what has evolved into the Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality Leadership, a 
premier institution in hospitality education. 
Over the decades, the Hilton Foundation’s unwavering support has been instrumental 
in the college’s growth and success. The foundation has contributed substantially to 
the college by funding critical infrastructure, innovative programs, scholarships and 
strategic initiatives. Notably, in 2021, amidst the challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the foundation bestowed a $10 million unrestricted endowment to aid 
the college in navigating the crisis and continuing its mission of cultivating future 
hospitality leaders.  
The endowment has provided critical operational and student support, including 
student scholarships, research funding, professional development training, library 
materials, equipment acquisition, staff and clerical support, and other key areas that 
enrich and enhance the college.
The foundation’s commitment extends beyond financial contributions. It also provides 
strategic guidance to grow the world’s only hospitality program where students work 
and take classes in an internationally branded, full-service Hilton hotel, which is also 
operated by the college. In addition, the Hilton company has hired thousands of Hilton 
College graduates who work in Hilton hotels around the world. Their enduring support 
has helped students — many of whom are the first in their family to attend college — 
become leaders in the hospitality industry. 
Today, the Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality Leadership is revered 
globally as one of the best in hospitality education and research thanks to the enduring 
support of the Hilton Foundation. Since its founding, the foundation has awarded 
more than $3.6 billion in grants, bringing hope, healing and transformative change 
to thousands worldwide.  A profoundly benevolent organization, each year the Hilton 
Foundation awards a multimillion-dollar prize to a nonprofit leading effort to alleviate 
human suffering — the world’s largest annual humanitarian award. 

—————

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to 
individuals and organizations that have distinguished themselves  

by their support of the University of Houston and the community.
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

President’s Medallion

 Hewlett Packard Enterprise 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) is a global technology leader 
whose purpose is to advance the way people live and work. 

Headquartered in the Greater Houston region, HPE develops intelligent solutions that 
allow organizations to capture, analyze, and act upon data seamlessly. The company’s 
innovative solutions across networking, hybrid cloud, and AI help customers develop 
new business models, engage in new ways, and increase operational performance. 
Named one of the World’s Most Ethical Companies by Ethisphere, HPE is dedicated to 
offering IT solutions that help their customers and partners achieve their social impact 
commitments. In 2018, HPE made a transformative $10 million gift to the University of 
Houston’s Data Science Institute as part of a game-changing collaboration to increase 
innovation. The gift also funded a scholarship endowment and high-performing 
computing equipment to enhance data science research activities across all UH colleges. 
In addition, funding supports education programs for K-12 students, as well as UH 
students, faculty and staff.
In honor of their gift and extensive contributions, the institute was renamed the Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise Data Science Institute, which has become a central hub for data 
science education and interdisciplinary research at UH. The institute has expanded 
educational opportunities by offering micro-credentials and certificate programs in 
data analytics, artificial intelligence, high-performance computing and related fields, 
that are critical in today’s industries. Students benefit from hands-on experiences, 
industry workshops and mentorship from HPE professionals who serve as lecturers and 
collaborators on real-world projects. This integration of academic and industry expertise 
ensures that graduates are well-prepared to meet the demands of a data-driven workforce.  
Furthermore, the institute actively engages with the broader community by developing 
programs for middle and high school students, aiming to strengthen the STEM pipeline 
through project-based learning initiatives. These efforts help build a diverse and skilled 
workforce equipped to tackle future technological challenges. 
Moreover, the partnership has enhanced UH’s capacity to deploy data science tools to 
address major societal challenges in the health care, energy and smart materials sectors, 
among others. The enhanced computational power has enabled researchers to conduct 
advanced analyses and simulations that have transformed disaster response, advanced 
breast cancer detection and improved the diagnosis of lupus-related kidney disease. 
By fostering education, research and community engagement, the partnership has 
positioned UH as a leader in data science and innovation, benefiting the University, 
Greater Houston, Texas and beyond.

—————

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to 
individuals and organizations that have distinguished themselves  

by their support of the University of Houston and the community.
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Message from the Dean

Dear Class of 2025:
Today marks a significant milestone – a day to celebrate your hard-earned 
achievements, reflect on the journey that brought you to this point, and 
look forward with optimism to the future that awaits. As graduates of the 
University of Houston, you stand on the brink of new beginnings, armed 
with the knowledge and skills you've developed during your time at the 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CLASS).
Your class stands out in its unity and determination. In a world that can often seem 
fragmented, your resolve and pioneering spirit serve as powerful examples of what can be 
achieved with dedication and hard work.
As you transition from students to alumni, remember that you are stepping out into a world 
that needs your perspective and leadership. The education you've received, grounded in a deep 
understanding of and respect for humanity, has equipped you with knowledge and a profound 
sense of personal and social responsibility to apply your talents for the greater good. Your 
journey at the University of Houston has prepared you to confront the world's complexities 
with the critical thinking skills, ethical perspectives and courage necessary to make positive 
change. I know that you will meet the challenges of our times with the same determination and 
commitment that have brought you to this moment.
The path ahead may lead you to further academic endeavors, professional pursuits or 
community service, but wherever you go, the lessons learned and the resilience forged here 
will illuminate your way.
As you join the ranks of our distinguished alumni today, remember that the University of 
Houston continues to thrive with the support and engagement of our alumni community. Your 
achievements will contribute to our collective mission of reaching new heights of excellence in 
education and research.
On behalf of all CLASS faculty and staff, I extend to you our heartfelt congratulations. Seize 
the future with an open heart, an open mind and the assurance that you are equipped to make a 
profound impact.
Sincerely,

Daniel P. O’Connor, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
Thursday, May 8, 2025, 9:00 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 WELCOME REMARKS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Dean

 GREETINGS Diane Z. Chase 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs  
  and Provost

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Sally Connolly 
  Associate Dean, Student and Faculty Success

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Provost Chase

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I

Spring 2025 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics
William Robert Bennett

On the State-Dependence of Forecaster 
Inattention and Progressive Taxation
Advisor: Bent E. Sørensen, Ph.D.

Angelo Fernando Gonzaga dos Santos
The Geography of Environmental 
Burdens and Conservation Incentives: 
Evidence from Air Pollution and Forest 
Policy
Advisor: Chinhui Juhn, Ph.D. 

Jordan Holbrook
Essays on the Labor Economics of 
Elite College Athletics
Co-Advisors: Chinhui Juhn, Ph.D.  
Yona Rubinstein, Ph.D.

Sameer Malik
Essays on Vertical Specialization and 
International Trade
Co-Advisors:  Kei-Mu Yi, Ph.D. and 

Bent E. Sørensen, Ph.D. 

Yabo Gwladys Vidogbena
Impact of Temperature on Child 
Cognitive Functioning and Learning
Advisor: Aimee Chin, Ph.D.

Yujie Zhang
Essays on Natural Disasters and Human 
Capital
Co-Advisors:  Elaine M Liu, Ph.D. and 

Fan Wang, Ph.D. 

Department of English

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Creative Writing

Creative Writing & Literature
Nick Almeida

The Concussion Artist
Advisor: Professor Antonya Nelson

Ryan Bollenbach
if there are too many
Advisor: Roberto Tejada, Ph.D.

Blaine Prescott Ely
Keep Me Close By
Advisor: Professor Robert Boswell

Stephanie Pushaw
The Disasterologist
Advisor: Professor  Antonya Nelson

Adele Elise Williams
Sacrosanct: A Low Poetics of Gender, 
Class, and Salvation
Advisor: Martha Serpas, Ph.D. 

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Kinesiology
Justin Crane

The Impact of Cardiorespiratory 
Fitness on Cytotoxic T Cell Function 
and Metabolism
Advisor: Emily LaVoy, Ph.D. 

Morgan Paige Ferrara-Washington
The Development and Validation 
of the Student-Athlete Resource 
Inventory
Co-Advisors:  David Walsh, Ph.D. and  

Craig Johnston, Ph.D.

Junghoon Lee
Effect of Exercise Intervention on 
Vascular Dysfunction in Different 
Pathologies 
Advisor: Yoonjung Park, Ph.D.

Luka Fitzgerald Ojemaye
The Hidden Opponent: Developing & 
Validating the Black Female Athlete 
Anxiety Scale (BFAAS)
Co-Advisors: Joyce Ogunrinde, Ph.D. 
and Billy Hawkins Ph.D.

MASTER’S DEGREES

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Alexis S. Alexander
Chelseia Maria Blair
Nicole Hardin
Jocelin Huang
Kween Kelon Jean
Rashda Khan
Elizabeth Alejandra Marie 

Lopez-Aguilar
Lonnie Lee McKinney
Maya R. Moujaes
Lauren Nicole Perkins Swafford

Department of 
Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Ashley Kassandra Abrego
Silvia Arroyo

Elizabeth Baird
Holly Maeson Baker
Ivanka Maria Bastarrachea
Caroline Marie Bates
Courtney A. Bengtson
Melissa Bravo
Elaine Talitha Love Broussard
Aman Dua Butt
Kassandra Michelle Campos
McKenzie Annette Clark
Sophie Aurelie Ann Culembourg
Sheena Darayan
Betsaida Lily Deleon
Beimnet M. Dereje
Nicole Ereli
Lia Terando Fakroddin
Jalyn R’Nae Hancock
Rachelle Hayek
Crystal Obianuju Nwankwo Ifedi
Giuliana A. Iturrino
Madison Lilie Jenkins
Trinity Thanh Thuy Le
Tessa Grayson Lehman
Leslie A. Lenert
Jacqueline Y. Mansaram
Jesserose R. Mireles
Mayra Jeanine Moran
Isabel Antoinette Moutoux
Liliann Nguyen
Alyssa Mariah Peralez
Brianna Aurora Sanborn
Shelby Reese Schrader
Jasmine Serna
Aunza Zaman Shenwari
McKenna M. Shoelen
Noorim Siraj
Madison N. Smith B.
Sarah Micaela Solis
Vishnavi Srividya Subramaniam
Ashleigh Deeann Vaughan
Hailey Michelle White
Brittany Williams
Abigail Kae Witt
Maritza Oliva Yanez Espinoza
Eailya Zaidi
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Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies

Master of Arts 
in Anthropology
Carolina I. Aguado
Molly E. Blanchard
Neshon P. Jackson
Kristopher D. Montoya

Department of Economics

Master of Arts 
in Applied Economics
Tahsin Fairooz
Elizabeth T. Ngo

Department of English

Master of Fine Arts 
in Creative Writing
Layla Al-Bedawi
Anna Kate Barr
Charlotte Seychelles Bellomy
Caleb J. Berg
Kimberly Ann Cervantes
Reese D. Lopez
Will Lowder
Catherine Sy-Yuan Lu
Stacy Nigliazzo
Adrian Pachuca
Elizabeth Rasich
Aishwarya Sahi
Katherine K. Smith
Ashley Nicole Warner
Marshall B. Woodward

Master of Arts 
in English
Shaelynn Renae Mills
Mariyah Rajshahiwala
Scott A. Soldano
Marice F. Valdovinos

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Master of Arts in 
Sport and Fitness 
Administration
Austin Kennedy Brown

Zahria Bush
Cristian Kennedy Butler
Amanda Fay Carden
Anthony C. Fletcher
Audie Mattew Heaton
Serebe Kawalya Kajubi
Adrian Louis Kladzyk
Arantza Munoz
Jason Ryan Southall

Master of Athletic 
Training
Jessica M. Armstrong
Joannie Widline Benjamin
Luis Eduardo Cruz
Emily R. Espinoza
Alyssa Fitzgerald
Lisette Guerrero
Emma Addison Gunnin
Robbyn Geralyn Hunter
Seonwook Hwang
Daijiana Morgan
Abigale R. Nobles
Chansara Pate
Ethan Nathaniel Perez
Timmie Russell
Shantelle Willingham

Master of Science 
in Human Nutrition
Ruhi M. Abbasi
Lana Osama Abdellatif
Martha Larkin Alexander Kelly
Dan Nguyen Mai
Jordanne Elizabeth McNeilly
Kwabena Oduro-Nsenkyire
Muqarrab Rashid
Melissa Maureen Shaban
Caitlin Janice Young

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

African American Studies
Banner Bearer
Andrea Ashanti Tribble 3

Joshua Jay-Christian Lewis
Shauneila A. Reid
Andrea Ashanti Tribble 3

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner Bearer
Khang Pham 1

Communication Studies
Shannon Kathleen Cazares 2
Delilah Davila 3
Odalys O. Delgado 3
Claire Riley Dishman 3
Ethan Garrett Eckert
Erica Renee Groce
Oddyssey A. Gutierrez
Samia Lina Hijazi 2
Edward Johnson
Juliet Alexa Mathiason 3
Michelle Adamaris Mendez 3
Viet Nguyen 3
Rebecca Michelle Potts 3
Sa'Daejah K. Powers
Taimoor Qadeer
Cassandra I. Serrano
Renatta Emilia Tiscareno
Samantha Torres-Lozano 2
Andrew J. Wach 2
Lauren Kate Williford 3

Health Communication
Alexandra Christine Evans-Brooks 2
Fathia Osman Maani 3
Evelyn Tellez

Journalism
Kori L. Alexander
Cindy Giselle Rivas Alfaro 3
Somer-Lian Charles
Sydney Elise Commerford
Georgia Lynn Faust
Edna E. Gonzalez 2
Regan Wilson Grant 3
Julianne Gutierrez 3
Gabrielle Ciarra Hamilton
Hailey D. Hickl
Sunny Leslie Hua
Atirikta Kumar 3
Veronica Marie Long
Zammira Patricia Lopez
Valerie Olivares
Nadiya Reed
Athena Lopes Rodrigues
Nicolas V. Sanchez
Mackenzie Louise Sills

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Sandra Daniela Taboada-Palau 2
Priscilla E. Tarble
Christian Jose Vazquez 3
Robert Vega
Grant L. Weddle 3
Sandra Leonela M. Yanez 2

Media Production
Nayelle D. Acosta 2
Sarah Aizaz
Tonantzin Paloma Arias
Samantha C. Bates 3
Jackalynn M. Bayes
Bek Elaine Bettinger 3
Skyler Ann Bleakley 3
Carson Wallace Calhoun 2
Alondra G. Cardenas
Sarah J. Casillas
Sophia Charette 2
Jacorian Lynn Clayton 3
Christian Coker 2
Gerardo J. Coronel
Jennifer Anahi Cruz 1
Vanessa Y. Curioso 1
Asiyah Karam Adisa Cyrus 2
Danahit Duarte 1
Joseph Eguia 2
Hasan Ibn Talibdin El-Amin
Isaac Alejandro Esmeral 2
Thomas Flores 2
Adrian Garza 2
Ricardo Gonzalez 3
Maddison Hadaway 1
Brooke C. Harrison
Hadiya Malikah 

Fernandes Henderson 2
Melanie Koussa
Cristina Lang 2
Lorena April Luna 3
Wilson L. Magruder 3
Milagros V. Martinez
Maggie Aurora Montero 2
Logan L. Nemeth
Trinh M. Nguyen
Mona Nijim 2
Daniel Oakes 2
Jason O'Brien 3
Serena A. Olali
Jaclynn Nicole-Rae Ortiz 3
Ryan Eric Oseguera
Emely Pena

Craig A. Perez
Emily K. Perez 3
Khang Pham 1
Johnpierre Ramirez
Titi Rivas
Litzy Rivera 2
Raiann Marie Rodriguez
Guillermo Lazo Romero
Dylan Theodore Roy
Ahoura Sabaei 2
Suhaana Salauddin
Marlene Dayane Salinas
Aden Elizabeth Schill
Andre Sellers 3
Carmen P. Sisto 3
Spencer D. Sjolin
James Slaughter
Nada Al-Jannah Tantu
Journey Brenay Thompson
Nyja Shannon Tillman 2
Foster Colin Tomer 1
Erick R. Lara Torres 3
Luis A. Torres
Emily C. Tran 1
Diego Trevino
Mia C. Vigil 2
Blaine Robert Michael Walker 2
Michael Steven Wartko 2
Evelyn Elizabeth Wells 3
Adam Sherif Zaafran 3

Strategic Communication
Cali Arsih Adams 2
Evan M. Ameen
Oyinkansola Oluwatosin Amodu 2
Jasmin Nicole Arredondo 2
Andrea Marisol Garcia Arroyo 1
Lillian F. Bess 2
Aaliyah A. Brown 1
Ian A. Burnett 3
Emma Caldwell
Ariel Araceli Campos
Ashley Castaneda 1
Josmar Castaneda-Vazquez
Omar A. Castanon 2
Natalia L. Cervantez 3
Josephine Cham
Mia Condado
Kristal Lanae Crockett-Rodgers 3
Alyssa Denae Davy 2
Sophia Diaz 2

Pansy Bassam El-Sabbah
Andrew Segundo Garcia
Kenzie Garner 2
Karla L. Garza
Matthew Gillette
Victoria Louise Goehring 2
Laura I. Gonzalez 2
Alyssa Deniece Grant
Gisell Guadalupe Guzman 2
Sarah E. Hartwick 2
Sean Tyler Henderson
Jennifer Nallely Hernandez
Nicolas Hernandez
Matthew Allen Hill
Chelsea T. Huynh
Abrigala Rae Jardina 2
Valerie Ann-Marie Johnson
Cesar Christian Juarez
Sheridan Paige Julius 3
Lauren Elizabeth Lacson 3
Thanh D. Mac
Kyle J. Magnant
Alexa Mary Massari
Antonella Mazu 3
Aakim J. McCoy
Victoria Carolina Mendez
Isha Malik Merchant
Adelaide Esther Meuter 3
Christian Lawrence Moore
Brooke Elizabeth Morales 3
Amanda Paola Camacho Natal
Lauren T. Nguyen 2
Lauren Adaeze Nwokedi 2
Araceli Oviedo 3
Lidia Palacios
Regan E. Palacios
Bailey Elise Payne
Phillip C. Phan
Madison Nicole Plaxco 2
Annabelle G. Podmore 1
Brielle K. Rivera 2
Mireya Beatriz Rojas
Lesly Pastrana Romero
Jacqueline Saa
Hudson Jacob Shaw 3
Sarah Siddiqi 2
Aaron J. Solomon 2
Gwyneth Alexis Tan
Rosemary Torres
Elijah Trombley
Natalia Bacarreza Turner 2

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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Maya Imani Veal 2
Jonathan Daniel Vela 3
Trang Vo 3
Chattoria K. Wade
Raven Nicole Wilkins

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Sarah Q. Nguyen 1

Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Aracely Acevedo 2
Fabiha Jahan Alam
Owen Wesley Anderson
Cristina Arroyo 3
Nayeli I. Barrera
Veronica Anahi Cabrera 1
Veronica Nicole Cantu
Maria Alexis Colmenero
Grace N. De los santos 3
Emily A. Espinoza 1
Marisol Alexis Foster
Madison Freeman 1
Elissa Annmarie Glover
Hope G. Hemmands 3
Skylar F. Hicks 2
Araceli Jamaica 1
Aaiyana C. Jenkins
Ingrid Jimenez
Grace Jones 1
Antoinette Langston 2
Mia Danielle Leal 2
Giselle K. Lopez
Natalie Marquez Lopez
Hannah Alexis Lowery
Mariana Isabelle Mancias 3
Cynthia Marissa Martinez 3
Ingrid Novoa Martinez 2
Keely Allison Merrill 1
Holly Michelle Nguyen 1
Katelyn L. Nguyen 2
Sarah Q. Nguyen 1
Carolina Ortiz
Yiting Pan
Alicia Ramos-Santos
Areeba Rizvi 2
Diana J. Rodriguez
Gizelle A. Romo 2
Karina Santos
Fatima Sayed

Salomi Mohmadarif Shaikh
Skylar S. Stevenson 3
Celeste Ledezma Villalon
Cara Danielle Wilson 3

Interpreting and Translation
Madison M. Alpha 2
Maya L. Flores 1
Brittany Victoria Martinez 2
Cameron Drew Myrick
Charlotte L. Reiner 2
Rachel E. Zdansky 2

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies
Banner Bearer
Allison A. Humble 1

Anthropology
Alora Marie Portia Baehr 2
Ryan Victoria Banda 2
Katelin Siboney Barajas 3
Dylan A. Chaney 2
Holden Thomas Cowan 3
Estevan Lorenzo Gibson
Yulissa L. Guzman
Yacaranday Herrera
Soledad Lopez 2
Princess Ellice Martinez
Amanda Noemi Perez
Gabriela Michelle Rojas-Ramirez
Monica Alejandra Ybarra

Liberal Studies
Nasirah Abdullahi
Alexandra Aline Abernathy
Jessi Dixon 2
Christian Raygoza Flores
Peyton Gerold 3
Daniela Gomez 2
Allison A. Humble 1
Noah LeFlore
Randi L. Long 3
Jennifer Monzerrat Pena Martinez 1
Myra Taj Mohiuddin 1
Trevor Jamaal Moore
Trinh Mary Anh Tuyet Nguyen
Jessica Rene Rodgers
Peace Oluwaseun Shorungbe

Religious Studies
Victoria Dawn Adams 2
Marina Jean Porter 3

Department of Economics
Banner Bearer
Athina Wilhelmina Economon 1

Adefemi S. Abimbola 1
Andrea Patricia Aguilar
Aboubakar Ahmat Abakar
Hassan Ahmed
Alize D. Alvarez
Annie Amatya
Nicholas Johnson Anaga
Hamza Arshad 3
Zane D. Augulis 3
Kay A. Calva
Gerson Gonzalez Canenguez 2
Samuel Burguete Carreon 3
Tyler Ashleigh Cartwright
Anease N. Clements
Carlos J. Colmenero
Michael S. Cruz
Hector Eduardo Diaz
Grace Woyitu Drew
Athina Wilhelmina Economon 1
Sahar Said El Hoderi
Micah James Erfan 1
Victoria Rose Groody
Maharram Hajiyev
Aaron Tyler Harrington
Alexa Briana Hilsenteger 1
David T. Ho 1
Ling Yun Hsiao 3
Xin Qi Huang 3
Hurshid Jasurov
Daniel Alann Jimenez 3
George T. Johnson 3
Hyeonji Kang 3
Bradyn A. Lansiquot
John Carlo Lara
Boris Emilio Leoro 3
James Liao 1
Jessy Nicholle Mendoza-Gallegos 3
Ciara Meraja
Pilar Moya
Cade N. Nevot
Xuan Tracy Nguyen 1
Shahirah Maisur Niaz
Laura Milena Lozano Nino 3
Michael Adejuwon Okunubi
Alondra Ortiz
Amelie Sartika Panai 3
Leah Pasache 1

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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Tanay H. Patel
Alexa Perez
Gavin J. Pingley
Isabella Virginia Pinto
Emily A. Powell
Theo Russell Pueyrredon
Kaitlynn Ramirez 2
Maurice Anthony Reed II
Jay I. Rios
Ashley Carolina Rivera
Amairany Ruiz
Maria Alejandra Duarte Salcedo 1
Omar Z. Sallam 1
Ethan J. Shaw
Ethan Lee Sims 1
Jessica Anahi Sontay
Elizabeth Alexandra Stewart
Kedhar Swaminathan
Stephane Wilfried Tchety
Anh Vuong Tuan Thai
Pawan Thiruverkadu
David L. Tong
Joyce Uyen Tran 1
Thi Doan Thao Tran 1
Hunter Eli Treesh
Matthew Tse
Robert Velarde
Akehmbom Nainmushu Vesoh
Kweku Reginald Wade 1
Evan James Ward
Danlin Wu
Samira Rahi Yassine 2
Emily Zheng 2

Department of English
Banner Bearer
Cecilia Christine Hall 1

Mina Arican
Shiza F. Aslam
Isabelle Christine Blansit
Victoria Danielle Blake Bliss 1
Alissa Nicole Boxleitner
Elisabeth Katherine Carnley 2
Oscar Castillo
Gavin Nicholai Caterina 3
Dang Thao Nguyen Cu
Xavier Isaiah Daugherty
Bryan Arthur Diez 3
Thy Nguyen Quynh Dinh
Charlotte Jayne Durham 2
Bianca Nnenna Ezumah

Imaan Faisal 2
Azalea Betsai Giles
Ian Sebastian Gopinath
Dylan Thomas Gossage
Sarah Linnea Mary Gow 1
Cecilia Christine Hall 1
Jas'Myn Hall
Shireen H. Hasan 1
Kalena D. Holeman 1
Nicole N. Honl 2
Kinley Jaeger 2
Anisah Qamar Khan 2
Elizabeth Ann Lakoski 1
Enith Naomi Landaverde
Anh K. Le 2
Lucas Alexander Leger 1
Emma Denise Lieberom 2
Maya Long 2
Jason S. Mach
Iman Malik
Devyn Nicole Martinez 3
Thomas Dean Martinez
Kaitlin Meredith McDonald 3
Camille Jayne McFarland
Brittany Nicole McGee
Natalie M. Nguyen 1
Stephanie C. Kachi Nwobum
Olivia R. Olsen
Hannah Catrice Porter
Kristin M. Railsback
Emily Ramirez 2
Noah Benjamin Ryan Sears 3
Sarah E. Shea 1
Amna Siddiqui 1
Xayla Shybrae Stevens
Aiden O. Stockton 3
Nabeel A. Syed 3
Jenny Truong 1
Cameron A. Washington
Kathryn A. Wilson 2
Andrea Zavala
Meriam Ziyadeh

Department of Health 
and Human Performance
Banner Bearer
Larissa A. Liu 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Aya Ahmed Alzubaidi 3
Gaby Araiza
Daisy Calderon

Kayla Thuy Van Cao 1
Alexandria Carbone-Larson
Chi Wan Chio
Jamey Duong 1
Dina Oussama El-Miaari 2
Ana Isabella Even
Henrietta Fangli 3
Jonathan B. Flores
Sandra Funes 3
Lizbeth Guadalupe 

Alvarado Gonzalez 2
Amya Gray
Yesenia Guadalupe Guzman
Niyoosha Izadbakhsh 1
Madeline Elizabeth Erbe Kammerer 3
Ranim Kharboutli 2
Begum Kose
Harjyot K. Mann 2
John M. McLeod IV
Cathleen G. Moncada
Adriana M. Padilla Moreno 2
Dhwani D. Mulani
Vivian H. Ngo 3
Aaron Norfleet
Ngwanma I. Nwafor
Glory A. Nwawuihe 3
Nmesomachukwu Favor Ogwuru
Paola Jazmin Padilla 3
Stephanie Phan
Thanh Ngoc Quach 3
Dua Rashid 2
Baolin Ren
Justene Renae Reyes
Jose Julian Rodriguez
Madelin Sanchez
Nia Lynn Scott
Sidra Shishakly
Shafia Shoaib
Anna Maria Trabulsi
Lily L. Tran 1
Kelly Trinh 2
Julian Vasquez
Lizette Villanueva
Iman S. Yousaf

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Maria F. Abreu
Ian-Christopher Tango Agmata
Sergio Aguilar
Adewumi Mary Alabi
Nadeen Alame

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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Hasanain S. Ali 1
Ali Amir
Mikhaella Andrea Andalecio
Tamia Shandrika Anderson
Norma Brittany Arriaga
Amnah Khalid Arshad 3
Vanessa Au 3
Sarahi Plascencia Avila
Demiana Nader Bekhit
Richard Bentivenga
Shera Boban 3
Veronica Ramirez Bravo
Cassie Arabella Castaneda
Giselle Castaneda
Christina Isabel Cespedes
Dylan Humnoi Chanthapathet
Adrian J. Chu 3
Christopher D. Cofield
Ryan Isaam Craig
Matthew J. Criswell
Eva D. Cruse 3
Jesus Angel Morales Cruz 2
Andrew H. Dao 2
Emma R. De Leon 1
Tatiana Amaka Dikas
Stephen Ebba Dimalanta
Dang Do 2
Selene Keala Duldulao
Julia M. Escamilla 3
Morgan D. Fender 3
Jackson Alexander Fong
Jose Angel Garcia
Brianna Marie Garza 3
Thais Gil
Coby Jacob Gomez
Alessandra Marie Gonzalez
Allison I. Gonzalez
Jean-Luc M. Greene
Gunner Blaze Grimes 3
Michael Mordecai Herskowitz
ChiaoChiao Hsia
Robert I. Diaz Hutchings
Alan A. Huynh 3
Muhammad Haider Iqbal
Mehkkah Ibtisam Johnson 3
Neha Shaji Jose
Muhamamd Raumaan Khan
Vincent D. Khuc 2
Samuel Keith Lasco
Andy Le 3
Junha Lee 1

Larissa A. Liu 1
Brionne K. Lockley
Victoria Luu 1
Ashley Zujey Maldonado 1
Malak Mansi
Esmeralda Mares
Erick Martinez 3
Geovani Z. Martinez
Marcela Martinez
Sophia Celesti Martinez
Rutmariel Mateo 3
Kaiy Jeremiah Matthews
Luke McAdams
Avery Ellen McInnis
Logyn Marisa McNeil
Christopher H. Mejia
Viviana Isabel Mendoza
Kenya Rose Merrival
Ron Nathan Y. Molinella 2
Naya Montealvo
Nicholas A. Moore
Anh Duy Nguyen 2
Moon Nguyen
Vinh K. Nguyen
Doila Otieno Omburo
Jonathan N. Pamugo, Jr.
Aira Pasha
Quincey J. Paulton
Alexandra Nicole Perez
Isabel Sanjuanita Perez
Lillian H. Pham
Olivia Adele Rena Porter
Alfiya A. Prasala
Nia Symone Propst
Abhijith Rajesh
Sydney Renee Reinhart 3
Adriele Rivera 2
Irving Armando Rosales
Annisa M. Rutledge
Rolando D. Saenz
Deanna Marie Salgado
Yuliana L. Sanchez
Giselle Alexandra Santos 1
Annsimon George Shenouda
Nathan Alexander Sher 2
Jaden J. Smith
Tobi Michael Sonuga
Matthew A. Sosa 2
Jonathen R. Soto 2
Emily Paige Steinman 3
Olasunkanmi O. Taiwo

Ryland L. Tazioli
Henry D. Tiec
Jonathan H. Trinh 3
Henry V. Truong 2
Jair Alejandro Tzoc 2
Donovan C. Unger
Yannay Marie Victor 3
Amanda Noelle Walsh 3
Nyah Gabrielle White
Kyndal McCole Wilkinson 2
Khloe Deserae Williams
Taelor Elise Willis-Tucker
Reece Haley Winters
Vincent Bui Young
Zoe Lorena Young
Mary A. Yousef
Ethan M. Yu 3
Muhammad Bilal Zaheer 3
Hayam M. Zaydon 3

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Kennedi Amber Bray
Jay Cameron Carter
Joshua Rudolpho Gonzales
Angel Gabriel Guzman
Dy'shon Hodge
Ana Mejia 1

Kinesiology – Sports 
Administration
Jeremiah Adeyeba
Evan Jared Barras-Rodriguez
Rachelle Symone Bell
Zachary R. Bueche
Ian Alexander Cardona-Nguyen 3
Julian A. Carreon
Nancy Anel Cervantes
Justin T. Chatman
Austin C. Craig
Donovan Blair Everett 3
Avery Elizabeth Fuentes
Dillon S. Garcia
Piersen Wayne Garrison
Wolfgang Glawe
Austin John Grahmann 2
Aidan L. Hegner 2
Daniel A. Hernandez
Donovan Charles Jacobs
Damian Jordan Livas
Kayla P. Lowe
Jeremy Paul Matlock
Eric Christopher McCurdy

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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Samuel A. Morgan
Kamren A. Ramirez
Colton H. Sprague

Warren Avery Thomas
Neriah Denae Trevino
Jillian E. Urrutia 3

Olivia White

Summer 2025 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics
Jeonghyeok Kim

Essays on the Economics of Education
Co-Advisor:  Aimee Chin, Ph.D. and 

Chinhui Juhn, Ph.D.

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Kinesiology
Charles Fee Hodgman

The Effects of Acute Aerobic Exercise 
and Exercise Intensity on Metabolism 
and Function of CD8+ T cells
Advisor: Emily C LaVoy, Ph.D. 

Rebekah Maddux
The Impact of Exercise Intensity 
and Cardiorespiratory Fitness on 
the Metabolism and Function of 
Regulatory T cells
Advisor: Emily LaVoy, Ph.D.

MASTER’S DEGREES

Department of 
Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Crystal Obianuju Nwankwo Ifedi 
Vishnavi Srividya Subramaniam

Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies 
Amari Rijhae Rizzo

Department of Economics

Master of Arts  
in Applied Economics
Brandon Christian Arnold
Tahsin Fairooz
Anahi Frutiz 
Helen M. Hoyos
Elizabeth Ngo 
Keyshawn E. Strawder

Department of Health  
and Human Performance 

Master of Arts  
in Sport & Fitness 
Administration 
Ariana Hernandez

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication

Communication Studies
Brayan Aguirre 3
Tucker R. Ellis
Marla A. Iniguez
Ahtzari Guadalupe Silva-Medina 3
Antonio Valentin Vargas Pinto
Caitlyn Alexandra Wyche
Anna Nuong Zimmerman

Health Communication
Alexis Marie Aguirre
Isabela Lucia Madsen

Journalism
Lex Allen Frank 3
Maanav Gupta 2
Alexis Kiara Pedraza
Esha Salian 2
Priscilla E. Tarble

Media Production
Benjamin Calderon Apolinar
Morgan Christopher Bell
Robert Douglas Chachere
Isaac Alejandro Esmeral 2
Eloise Andrea Kingue Etame
Curry George Goudeaux
Louis Hall
Nada Al-Jannah Tantu
Kayla Alyse Woods
Adam Sherif Zaafran 3

Strategic Communication
Nia Cymone Alexander
Ariel Araceli Campos
Shelby R. Cothren
Ella Lynn Fannin 3
Allyson L. Hengst
Andrew E. Lam 1
Alexa Mary Massari
Aakim J. McCoy
Cindy Michele Medrano
Diana Sofia Navarro 3
Sierra Destiny Nicolay
Caitlin N. Rodgers 3
Emily Salazar 3
Kayla E. Salazar
KiLee Chase Skelton
Gwyneth Alexis Tan
Gustavo Vargas Valdez
Ayden E. Wright 2

Department 
of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Mariam Hammed
Brittney Latricia Martinez
Jayde Elizabeth Vogel 3

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies

Anthropology
Rusul H. Al-Jaroosh
Stephanie L. Gomez 1
Salin Abigail Lopez Medina
Isabella Luna Selheimer

Liberal Studies
Chirag Mangnaik
Peace Oluwaseun Shorungbe

Department of Economics
Seif El-Dean Tamer Ahmed
Hamza Arshad 3
Igor Dmitrievich Egin
Alan S. Enriquez
Evelina Garcia 2
Sandra S. Gutierrez

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I



28 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I

David Idah
Jaimy M. Jose
Jayesh Chowdary Koganti 3
Tatenda Nicole Makukutu
Owen Thomas Morganelli
Amador Saldana
Ricky D. Tran
Matthew Tse
Alishah S. Velani 2
MJ Zedira

Department of English
Mina Arican
Betul Nas Bolat
Gavin Nicholai Caterina 3
Bryant Onyema Ezeala
Alfonso Flores 3
Ivy Rose Hansen 2
Matthew T. McCann
Isabel Joyce Pitts
Skyler Jennifer Staton
Elizabeth A. Whitehead

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Human Nutrition and Foods
Jaqueline Bermudez
Jocelyn M. Cardenas
Ceren Serra Civelek
Hussam T. Dayoub

Amenah Harati 2
Crystal Denise Jackson
Abdullah N. Khan
Krystel Nabbout
Brandon C. Nguyen
Ngwanma I. Nwafor
Zainab Seher Qadir
Pedraam Rahmatipour
Elyssa Briana Ramos
Sidra Shishakly

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Kennedi M. Arceneaux
Norma Brittany Arriaga
Ariana A. August
Shera Boban 3
Ida Bruun
Maximus Alexander Cabrera 3
Yazan Adi Dajani
Julia M. Escamilla 3
Michael Mordecai Herskowitz
Kaitlyn Grace Jacoby 2
Laraib Jamil
Adrian Juarez
Faaris M. Khan 2
Sophia Celesti Martinez
Viviana Isabel Mendoza
Jesus A. Moncada
Alexander H. Nguyen

Dianna Nguyen 2
Vinh K. Nguyen
Rio E. Palma
Daniela Alejandra Perdomo-Huerta
Jacob J. Schissler
Sariya Nichole Iman Taylor
Henry D. Tiec
Philip C. Ugochukwu
Gabriela A. Valtierra
Khloe Deserae Williams

Kinesiology –  
Sports Administration
Muhammad Tayyab Chaudhry
Thomathan D. Good
Ryan E. Howard
Jacob Linscomb
Damian Jordan Livas
Javier Enlai Chon Him Marenco
Jeremy Paul Matlock
Samuel A. Morgan
Audrey G. Schmidt
Cora A. Sek
Nikolas Yorgos Statiras 3
Alexis Bronze Tilford-Rutherford
Greyseli Adeni Trejo
Jillian E. Urrutia 3
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II
Thursday, May 8, 2025, 2:00 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 WELCOME REMARKS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Dean

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Sally Connolly 
  Associate Dean, Student and Faculty Success

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean O’Connor

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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Spring 2025 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of 
Hispanic Studies
Ángela Contreras de Wise

¿Un tintico? Usos y funciones de los 
diminutivos en Colombia
Advisor:  Manuel Gutiérrez, Ph.D.

Javier Ramírez Franco
Fuera Máscaras: Drag Queens, 
Nationalist Machismo, and Trauma 
in LGBTQ+ Cultural Productions of 
Greater México, 1980-2024
Advisor:  Guillermo De Los Reyes 

Heredia, Ph.D.

Elías David Navarro Campos
Archivo, Territorio Y Poéticas 
Fronterizas En El Noreste Mexicano
Advisor: Cristina Rivera Garza, Ph.D.

Department of History
Samantha Shine Trabucco

Returning to Roots: The History of 
Adobe and Earthen Structures in  
San Antonio, Texas
Advisor: Raúl A. Ramos, Ph.D.

Seth Robert Whitty
Fearocracy: Race, Slavery, and 
Conspiracies in Nineteenth Century 
Tennessee
Advisor: Matthew Clavin, Ph.D.

Department of 
Political Science
Robert D. Alvarez

Ideology as a Predictor of News 
Coverage: The Causes and 
Consequences of Differential Media 
Coverage
Advisor: Jason P. Casellas, Ph.D.

Eugenia Artabe
Executives’ Attacks on Courts in Latin 
America: Definition, Reasons, and 
Impact on Public Confidence in the 
Judiciary
Advisor: Lydia B.Tiede, Ph.D.

Samantha Chapa
Immigrant Inclusion: Reframing Local 
Politics in Immigration Debates
Co-Advisors:  Lydia Tiede, Ph.D. and 

Ling Zhu, Ph.D.

Shana Hardin
From Barriers to Breakthroughs: 
Women's Candidacy, Legislative 
Success, and Policy Impact in State 
Governments
Co-Advisors: Ling Zhu, Ph.D. and 
Jeronimo Cortina, Ph.D.

Hyeongmyeong Kim
Particularism under Candidate-
Centered Elections
Advisor: Susan Scarrow, Ph.D.

Lucas J. Lothamer
The Two-Dimensional Nature of 
Political Cynicism: Formation and 
Effects of Cynical Views 
Co-Advisors: Elizabeth Simas Ph.D. 
and Allison Archer, Ph.D. 

Naomi N. Nubin-Sellers
Faces of Citizenship: Race, Welfare 
Generosity, and Citizen-Engagement 
in the Era of Partisan Polarization
Advisor: Ling Zhu, Ph.D.

Department of Psychology

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Clinical Psychology
Anthony Ballachie Cifre

A Latent Profile Analysis and 
Longitudinal Examination of Sleep 
among Children with a History of 
Maltreatment
Advisor: Candice A. Alfano, Ph.D.

Abigail Farrell
How Mind Wandering Relates to 
Reading in a Second Language
Advisor: Paul T. Cirino, Ph.D.

Sophie Kerr
The Mediational Intervention for 
Sensitizing Caregivers: Feasibility 
and Acceptability for Formerly 
Incarcerated Mothers
Advisor: Carla Sharp, Ph.D.

Samuel John Leonard
Associations of Insecure Adult 
Attachment Style, Trauma-Related 
Social Cognition, and Emotion 
Regulation Difficulties with PTSD 
Symptom Severity among First 
Responders Who Served During 
Hurricane Harvey
Advisor: Anka A. Vujanovic, Ph.D

Tanya Smit
Ecological Momentary Assessment 
of Chronic Pain and Hazardous 
Drinking Among Black Adults 
Through a Minority Stress Lens: The 
Role of Daily Microaggressions
Advisor: Michael J. Zvolensky, Ph.D. 

Doctor of Philosophy 
Integrative Program 
in Developmental, 
Cognitive, and 
Behavioral 
Neuroscience
Livia Christine Merrill

Examining Prenatal and Early 
Childhood Influences of Maternal 
Stress and Mental Health on Young 
Children’s Brain Maturation and 
Neurocognition Related to Executive 
Functioning
Advisor: Johanna Bick, Ph.D.

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Industrial/
Organizational 
Psychology
Francisco J. Torres III

State-level Policies Mitigate the Impact 
of Precarious Work on Ill-being
Advisor: L.A. Witt, Ph.D.

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Social Psychology

Tingshu Liu
Predicting Vaccine Decisions during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Two-Wave 
Longitudinal Study of Personality 
Traits and the Mediating Effects of 
COVID-19 Attitudes and Beliefs
Advisor: Rodica I. Damian, Ph.D. 

Anjelica M. Martinez
Using Self-Determination Theory 
to Understand Mental Health Risks 
Among Latina Americans
Advisor: C. Raymond Knee, Ph.D.

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II
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MASTER’S DEGREES

Department of Economics

Master of Arts  
in Applied Economics
Brandon Christian Arnold
Tahsin Fairooz
Anahi Frutiz 
Helen M. Hoyos
Elizabeth Ngo 
Keyshawn E. Strawder

Department of Health and 
Human Performance 

Master of Arts  
in Sport & Fitness 
Administration 
Ariana Hernandez

Department of History
Jacob King
Riley Kramer
Austin Michael Lee
Mackenzie Vance

Department of Philosophy
Willow Collins
Alexander DiCianni
Jean-Paul R. Gazzaneo Duarte
Colton Ryan Llenos
Christian G. Moore
Amanda Grace Schaefer
Parker Wade Simpson

Department of Psychology
Kennedy Michelle Balzen
Cristina Elise Boada
Maria Cuervo
Tess Gecha
Christina Diaz Griep
Giang Xuan Le

Department of Sociology
Regan S. Bennett
Iran Castillo
Tiaira Conley
David Guevara
Itzia E. Medrano
Caleb M. Moore
William M. Reid
Dominique Emily Torrence

Nico Martina Vivas
Kaitlyn B. Watson

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Department of 
Hispanic Studies
Banner Bearer
Sara Moreno 1

Spanish
Cristina Cynthia Martinez Cerda 1
Victoria Denise Charles
Ailyn Jara
Jaylon Looney
Sara Moreno 1
Kimberly S. Ortiz
Sonia Palacios 1
Jaqueline Rosas 2

Department of History
Banner Bearer
Charis J. Wu 1

Bakr Al Gailani
Erin Faye Alvear 2
Yazmin Amparo Arreola
Stephen Barrera
Kaelyn Berry
Laney E. Collins
Abrielle Cornito 2
James Edward Craven
Kathy Dominguez
Dafne Montserrat Meza Flores
Leo E. Green
Chase T. Greene
Morgan Caroline Harrington
Kade Michael Kelly 3
Annie M. Lewis 1
Carlos Alexander Lozano
Mike Ly
Alejandro J. Mejia
Catherine Anilu Cedillo Moreno 1
Alexandra Ozuna
Beatriz Pantoja 3
Kendyl Debor Provost, Jr. 3
Erick Rayon
Joseph Jesus Reyes
Jack Reynolds
Bryan J. Sandoval
Cory A. Thomas 2

Brian D. Truong
Solangie Medrano Vallejo 2
Tristan Gerhard-Robert Weston
Matthew W. Wilson 2
Caitlin Marie Michelle Wisneski 3
Winnie Qing Wong 2
Charis J. Wu 1

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner Bearer
Rebecca Lynn York 1

Chinese Studies
Elizabeth Nicole Cothran 3
Kay Grein 3
Andrea Obaya 2

French
Rebecca Lynn York 1

World Cultures and Literatures
Saege Eve Virginia Anzueto
Tuyen Le 1
Perla Guadalupe Quintero 3
Tegra S. Shepherd

Department of Philosophy
Banner Bearer
Chinwe Praise Nwaeze 1

Yajat Bhargav
Avery Dublanica 2
Hai An Hoang 2
Jacqueline D. Le 2
Earl F. Masterson IV
Claire Elizabeth Rose McNeill
Chinwe Praise Nwaeze 1
Stacey Renee Peterson 3
Braylen G. Samuel 2
Zubia Zahid

Department of 
Political Science
Banner Bearer
Kiran Ahmed Khan 1

Luis Alberto Aguirre
Abiodun Elizabeth Akinlade
Rawaan Hakim Alhaddad 2
Maysum S. Ali
Saja Altaie
Hayley Nicole Alvizuris 1
Daniela Mendoza Arcos 1

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II



Spring 2025 Commencement 33

Hamza F. Baig
Sebastian Ballesteros 3
Rachel Barnett
Ashley G. Bonilla 2
Brandon Larue Bowie
Sherrice Brady 1
Sabrina Budisa 3
Anisa McKenzi Burds
Tyee K. Burgos
Angel Castellanos
Nicole R. Castillo
Litzi Cervantes
Khushvir K. Chahal
Dylan Carter Chandlee 1
Dale D. Chong 1
Alexander Jacob Combs 2
Jocelyn Cortez-Hernandez
Neo Anthony Curry
Giselle Martinez De Leon
Ian R. Dempsey
Marianna M. Derry
Avianna Denise Devora
Braden Allen Dodson
Sydney Alexis Dudley
Tal Michelle Evans 2
Juanesta Patrice Fields
Clarke M. Foster 3
Michael A. Frausto 1
Maria Jose Gabarron 1
Ansel Aimee Garcia 3
Lianna Noelle Garcia 2
Alex Gentry
Leah Gonzales
Caroline Gonzalez 1
Christian Michael Gonzalez
Marina Rose Gonzalez
Gerardo G. Guajardo 3
Stephen Paul Gude
Ayse Rana Gulec
Alan Guzman-Mota 1
Madison S. Hayes 3
Gioia Heath
Sean Tyler Henderson
Daysi C. Hernandez
Karina Hernandez
Devin P. Herrera
Kathleen B. Holt
Johnathan Keith Howard
Madison P. Howard 3
Spiro Hoxha 2
Havana S. Hudson 3

Miguel Angel Medina Jaquez
Kimberly Giselle Chavira Juarez
Kiran Ahmed Khan 1
Antonio Kirts
Esma Zuhre Kurtlu
Thao N. Le 1
Tuyen Le 1
Kathryn Grace Leuschner 2
Marcos Delgadillo Lope 1
Leonel Lopez IV
Sebastian Jose Miro Maldonado
Phoenix Sun Mantooth
Christopher Nathan Marquez
Rachell Marquez 3
Joshua R. Martin
Jake Adam McCutchen 2
Alexis P. McKee
Mary Karen Miranda
Felipe Monroy
Yoselin Dayana Monterroso
Kenneth Martin Moparty
Imani Njeri Mwega
Scott Michael Opaleski 2
Omar Mohamed Othman 

Ali Othman 3
Uma Bharat Patel 1
Robbin Ortiz Paz 3
Steven Thomas Pontiff 1
Brittany Anne Reeves
Zaykeese Emmaunal Riley-Wilson
Morgan Ringuet 3
Ana S. Rivas
Anthony B. Rivera
Benjamin Tony Rizk 3
Annabelle E. Roberts
Melanie Leslie Romero
Laura Mercedes Sanchez
Drusila Rubi Saucedo
Malaika Sayed 3
Cullen Isaac Schoppa
Diego Fernando Servin 1
Mihika Shah 3
Sereen A. Shakhashiro
Zohaib Shehzad Sidi 1
Abdullah Khaled M Soliman
Nicholas W. Stees 2
Spencer Allen Taylor 3
Raegan Calette Tinker
Myla L. Valmont 1
Lauren Alexis Vanderbull
James Montgomery Vaughan

Talayah A. Walker 3
Lydia Wang
Eshal Warsi 1
Samuel A. Weinstein 2
Alexander C. Westerbeck 2
Asia Sierra White
Charlene Tajj Nafeesah White
Rowan Wilson 2
Julia M. Wise
Ander Seungsun Yoo 3
Youyang Yu
David M. Zhou 2

Department of Psychology
Banner Bearer
Dairiel Noa 1

Yasmean Abdelgaliel
Victoria Abraham
Oziel Acosta-Salazar
Justine Stephanie Adan 2
Victoria Nichole Agosto 3
Nawar Ahmed 1
Zerlina Ahmed 2
Shahnoor Ahtesham
Mofe Elizabeth Akins
Maki Odai Al Rahmany
Basel Alasadi 2
Arfa Rafique Ali
Rawan Aljaouni 1
Daisy Paredes Alvarez
Francesco Ambrosio
Camila V. Antezana
April Nicole Aragon
Sayri Jadet Aragon 3
Niki Tara Arasto 1
Samantha Nicole Araujo
Kemi-Omowunmi Annette Are 2
Fatima Rebecca Arguello 3
Meagan Catherine Ashurst 3
Elysea Teagan Ashworth
Bashaar O. Asubiaro
Ana M. Avila-Avalos
Aralolaoluwa Onoopemipo 

Awosika 1
Shahd J. Ayesh
Chizoomu Ayika
Marium Azeem 3
Lena Zehra Baday
Alec Baldwin
Tyler Laudon Banks
Rania S. Banton 2

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II
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Ashley Karime Barahona
Andrea Bartolon Barajas
Sarah T. Baricuatro
Kela Joy Barnes 2
Karli Brynn Beam
Daniel Enrique Benitez
Travis Michael Bennett 1
Madison N. Berube 2
Lindsay Michele Bevers 1
Honisti X. Bisor
Hailey Ashlyn Black 1
Lundi Simone Blanchard
Joshua Angel Blanco
Crystal Bob 2
Alexis G. Boehmer 2
Ram Bojja 2
Pranav Bommekal 3
McCoy Booker
Jacquelyn N. Broadway
Jaylah Erionne Brown
Brooke Christina Bryant 3
Justin A. Bryant
Destiny L. Burkhardt
Hannah Busch
Lillianna Maria Bustos
Jorge E. Camarillo 1
Dylan Mathew Campos 3
Ashley N. Canright 2
Britney Rose Caoagas
Madeline V. Carambas
Angilee Carrig
Faith Destiny Carter
Guadalupe Castaneda 3
Bryan A. Castillo 1
Cassandra Janelle Castillo 2
Juan M. Castro
Rim M. Chafic
Tya Chakaroun 3
Sofia Ysabella Arceno Chan 3
Eric Chang 3
Camila Sosa Chassaigne 1
Ashley Y. Chavez
Fatima Felicita Rivera Chavez
Alyssa Bridgette Chen 1
Timothy J. Chiong
Basel M. Chreidi
Junilray T. Cimeni 1
Alexia Montserrat Cisneros
Lauren L. Clarke
Savannah N. Colquitt-Clark 1
Harleigh Ann Cook

Miranda Mae Coria
Grace B. Cory 2
Kaleigh F. Cox 3
Cristian Crespo
Nancy Cristobal 1
Brent Cruz 2
Cameron James Cruz 3
Hellen C. Cruz 3
Jordan Dale Curtner
Rachel Dang
Tiffany Dang
Cameron Avana Davis 3
Laura Marie Davis 1
Tharani N. De Silva
Lyn DeBeir 1
Karen Yvonne Del Real
Maggey Ruth Belle Delaughter
Aiana Rose Derecho
Ashley Alexandra Banegas Diaz
Johnece Diggs
Brittney Khanh Uyen Dinh
Ava Beth Djokic 3
Christian Dominguez 1
Cameron E'Lise Doolan 3
Alexandria Noelle 

Davenport Dorsey 3
Trinity Drake
Paris Nevaeh Duarte
Dayanara P. Dubon
Samma E. Elhammady 3
Rowayda Elissa
Jad Daniel Ellis 2
Jonathan Escobedo 2
Estelle Marie S. Esquela 2
Stephanie Idongesit Essien 2
Daphne Mariel M. Estoesta 3
Dennise M. Estrada
Katia P. Euceda
Emma R. Eugene
Alyssa Kay Fajardo
Yetunde Famuyiwa
Katia Santos Farias
Anusha F. Farid
Syeda N. Fatima
Syeda Tabseer Fatima 2
Madelyn Sophia Fernandez
Khavon Corde Figgs
Edgar Josue Flores
Gabriela Michelle Flores 3
Maya L. Flores 1
Mariana R. Flores-Teran

M'Kayla R. Taylor Fontelro
Emily A. Foster
Avia V. Foston
Alexandra Freeman
Kathy Carolina Fuentes
Jacob Galvez 2
Abigail Garcia 3
Anicia Yadira Garcia 2
Fatima Suzette Garcia 2
Kayla Nicole C. Garibay 1
Lovely I. Gasper 2
Namitha Elsa George
Fatima E. Ghacham
Fatimah Asfar Ghouse 2
Leah Wintress Gilbert
Sienna Leigh Goldstein 1
Aliyah Gomez 3
Gisselle Y. Gonzalez
Karla D. Gutierrez Gonzalez
Leslie Beatriz Gonzalez
Cristina Natalia Granados 3
Juan J. Granados 3
Esther C. Guadalupe
Jaidyn Guerra
Hailey M. Guevara 2
Stephanie Guillen
Cenelia Gutierrez 1
Jocelyn Gutierrez
Mariafernanda Gutierrez
Helen Ha 1
Nathan Ha
Alayna Rose Hamade 3
Ayanna D. Hamilton
Amani Hanna
Chasity L. Hanson
Jamerya De'Shay Harper
Alnoor A. Hasanov 2
Fatima Hassan 3
Unzila Hassan
Stephanie Marie Hazlewood
Joseph David Hellsten 2
Louise Henderson
Kalia Symone Hendrix
Andres Hernandez 2
Edgar Hernandez
Jacquelyn J. Hernandez
Karina Garcia Hernandez
Natalie Sierra Hernandez 3
Stephanie Melissa Hernandez
Michael Higgins
Yasmeen Yasser Hikmat

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II
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Finley T. Hoang
Lisa A. Hoff
Tasnim Hossain
Skyler Blanche Marie Houser 1
Makayla Grace Hurtado
Chidera J. Ikeakor
Alveena Imran 1
Eishel Iqbal
Sarah Mohammad Issa
Marie Issier 3
Aysha L. Jackson 3
Victoria J. Jackson 1
Emily Lauren Jalufka 2
Alishba Javed
Isyss N. Jenkins
Cristal Jimenez
Isabelle Ameerah Joly
Cassidy Danice Jones
Lacey M. Jones
Jennifer M. Juarez 3
Joselyn Tatiana Juarez
Porscha Julien
Rida Zahra Kazmi 1
Ripley Y. Keller 3
Makenna Kennedy 2
Kamilah Kermalli 1
Natasha Khalid 3
Hafsa Yousuf Khan
Rabeeya A. Khan 2
Cielo Carranza Kilchrist
Payton L. King
Sidney Emma Knight 3
Kyle Youngsuk Ko 2
Ria Sai Kolluru
Katherina Sergeevna Konopleva 3
Corvin Arndt Kotyczka
Iqra Lakhani
Lilly Joyce Lakshmalla 2
Karla Daniela Landa 2
Paeshence Destiny Lanier-Williams
Jennifer Luisa LeClair 1
Danielle Erin Leger
James Ted Lewis
Samuel Bradley Lindenberg 1
Brittney Lanton Locke
Belinda Lopez
Jade Alexandra Lopez 3
Josselin Viridiana Hurtado Lopez 3
Nicole Abigail Lopez 2
Sara L. Lopez 2
Sarah M. Lopez

Rebekah Grace Loriga-Oliveira 2
Tyjazhane La' Cherry Love
Elliana J. Lozano 1
Rolando Lozano
Jazmin Anahi Lucio
Mariam S. Mahdy 2
Gabriel A. Mansilla
Aroush Aamir Mansoor
Edwin Marquez 2
Kiana M. Marshall 2
Diana Martinez
Juliana Beatriz Capacho Martinez
Paul Antonio Martinez
Alyssa Ann Martinsen
Christine Katharine Mathai 2
Annalese Rose Mattiuzzo
Anastasia May
Eno Mbaba 2
Ava L. McDade 1
Mazda Lanita McFarland
Katlyn Sierra Medina 1
Sarai Medrano 1
Cinthia Jackeline Melgar
Mihael Manuel Mendo 1
Aileen Mendoza
Angelica Marie Mendoza
Emily S. Mexquitic
Iqra Mirza 1
Shivam Mistry
Hakim Mohammed 1
Maryam Mohammed 2
Mercedy Mom
Ami R. Momaya
Carla Zereth Peterson Mora
Helene Morford 3
Jade Veronique W. Mpeye
Margaret Murrey-Ittmann 2
Hiswat Damilola Mustapha
Mlodi Wambua Mwachia 2
Nia E. Nambisseril
Zachary Taylor Nanni 1
Ishpreet K. Narang
Huong K. Nguyen
Katelyn L. Nguyen 2
Kelly T. Nguyen
Kimberly Nguyen
My Thao Nguyen 2
Alexa M. Nilo 3
Chelsea Amarachi Njemanze 1
Dairiel Noa 1
Kiara Olympia Nolasco

Rylee Christine Norvell 3
Krystal Chisom Nwambuonwo
Doris Nyaga 3
Eva O'Kelly
Aram Y. Olvera
Ivan Ontiveros
Arianna L. Orosco
Celeste A. Ortiz 2
Ryan Lee Ortiz
Alexa T. Parada
Chelsea Emily Paredes
Trevor M. Parton
Ayush Ketan Patel
Neil S. Patel 2
Riya H. Patel
Sanskruti Utpal Patel
Shivani S. Patel 3
Cierra Monique Patterson
Melanie Gissell Patzan 2
Olivia Addie Pearson
Paola Guadalupe Navarro Pedroza
Lizbeth D. Perez
Sabrina Linn Perez
Sofia A. Perez
A Perry 1
Chelsey Nhung Phan
Lynna Nguyen Phung 2
Bianca A. Pickersgill 1
Brenda Macedo Pineda
Katya Pineda
Douglass L. Pipkin 2
Gianmarcel Pizarro
Zuhal Polat
Charlene Kasandra Portillo
Alexsander Mendoza Quiroz
Shreya Srilakshmi Rachapudi
Barakat Abiodun Rahmon 3
Alfonso Manuel Cueto Ramirez
Leslie Marie Ramirez
Savannah E. Ramirez
Akshara P. Rao 3
Susan Raslan 3
Tianna McKenzie Redo 2
Reece N. Rehbein 2
Brady J. Reid
Lainey Kathryn Releford 1
Alondra D. Retiz 3
Elizabeth A. Ricaldi
Delina Risat 3
Ana Paola Ponce De Leon Rivera
Ashley Rivera 2

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II
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Daniel Zacarias Rivera
Kimberly Renee' Robertson
Adriana E. Robles 3
Isaac Nunez Robles 2
Christi Renee Rodrigues 1
Emily Michelle Rodriguez
Ana Karen Romero
Diego Augusto Rondon
Noah E. Rosales
Arian Chesca Rubico 2
Mikayla Jorja-Marquee Ruff
Aliyah Ruiz
Yalda M. Sabounchi 3
Avah R. Saeed 1
Paulina Saenz
Sckyler V. Sagullo
Calin R. Saldivar
Alexandra Sanchez
Keyma R. Sanchez
Quinn Alexis Sanders
Adrian A. Santamaria
Jesus Alberto Santana
Baasel Shafi 3
Jaanki A. Shah 3
Bismah F. Shaikh 2
Maria Shaikh 3
Kanchan Sharma 2
Salinah Suzannah Sheppard 2
Zehran Hussain Shoaib
Raneem M. Shobaki
Manvi Singh 1
Caasi Avelon Sleeman 2
Mychal Jamir Smith
Shaun Lee Smith 3
Tareeko Imani Smith
Trnahja Smith 1
Joseline Castro Solis
Valerie Solis
Eleanor A. Standige
Madison Lily Steen
Taleya Majida Stroud
Suvathi Siva Shanmuga Sundaram
Dana T. Tahan 3

Sarah Saifuddin Tahir
Simran Tahir
Erin L. Tak 3
William Li Tao
Vanessa S. Taylor
Melissa Mary Thomas
Rosy Mary Thomas 3
Stephany Thomas 3
Kaitlin Tilotta 1
Areli J. Torres
Kacelyn Claubette Torres 3
Nicole Monica Tapia Torres
Chandra Tran 3
Alexandra Trevino
Vaishnavi Tripathi 3
Jennifer M. Truong 1
Natalie R. Tulloch 3
Nmesomachukwu A. Ukachi-Nwata
Anahi D. Ulloa
Rosa Amelia Umana
Kamila Uribe
Jahnavi Vadlakonda 2
Insha Rahimali Vakaliay
Miranda L. Valdes
Veronica K. Valdez
Alenis Mirel Vasquez 3
Ceana Lauren Vasquez
Andrea A. Vazquez-Hernandez
Geraldine L. Victor 2
Rose Isabelle Villanueva 1
Caleb J. Villatoro
Hope Vittorini
Amberly Van Vo
Vivian M. Vu 1
Bryanna Warner
Roha Waseem 3
Emilia Valentina Waters 2
Maximus S. Wear
Maria Magdalene Weikel
Dallas Welka
Cristina Samora Westberry
Hailli Christine Wickens-Peter 1
Obriyah S. Williams 2

Colson Williamson 3
Payton Lynn Wilsey 3
Gena Lisa Wilson
Julia T. Wu 2
Saliha Yalcin
Matthew R. Ybarra
Muhammad Zain 1
Isabel S. Zapon 2
Eden Werede Zerihun 1
Mielad J. Ziaee 1
Jesus Zuniga, Jr. 1

Department of Sociology
Banner Bearer
Diana Fernandez 1

Ayokunle E. Adewuya
Haley A. Alfred 3
Guadalupe Barajas 2
Kennia Blackmon 2
Christina Simone Donatto
Diana Fernandez 1
Michelle Torres Fernandez 1
Quinn Keiran Foy
Yadira Angelica Hermosillo 1
Sara Rose Joseph 1
Ana Gail Baldonado Jumalon 1
Rex Walker Kidd 1
Michelle Kyeremeh
Laura Itzel Leal 3
Isabel Noel Matthews-Elston 3
Chantel S. Morris 3
Katerina P. Munoz
Zuhal Polat
Erin Privee 3
Shayla C. Russell 2
Daniela A. Santana
Sam Sedita
Lawrenisha Jovaz Sly
Akira J. Terry
Aolani Momoe Wheeler 3
Ranci Willis

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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Summer 2025 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy 

Department of Psychology 

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Clinical 
Psychology
Alyssa M. Day

Role of Pain and Cognition in 
Functional Outcomes Among 
Individuals with Psychogenic 
Non-Epileptic Seizures (PNES) and 
Chronic Pain
Advisor: Michael Williams, Ph.D. 

Jessica LeeAnn Garcia
From Margins to Bars: Understanding 
the Determinants of Sexual and 
Gender Minority Youth Involvement 
in the Juvenile Justice System
Advisor: Elena L. Grigorenko, Ph.D.

Jessica Guadalupe Hernandez Ortiz
Dimensions of Adversity and 
Psychopathology in Immigrant 
Latino Youth: Examining the Role of 
Interpretation Biases
Advisor: Andres G. Viana, Ph.D.

Jinu Kim
Impact of Social Jetlag versus 
Recovery Sleep on Adolescents' 
Positive Emotion in Social and 
Nonsocial Contexts
Advisor:  
Candice A. Alfano, Ph.D., DBSM

Andrea Pilar Ochoa Lopez 
The Role of Cognition and 
Sociodemographics on Health 
Brokering Performance Among 
Hispanic/Latin American Adults
Advisor: Luis D. Medina, Ph.D.

Natalie Claire Ridgely
Should I Stay or Should I Go? 
The Role of Cognitive Ability and 
Meteorological Communication 
in Enhancing Weather-Protective 
Behaviors among Older Adults
Advisor: Steven Paul Woods, Psy.D.

Jesse Hilliard Walker
Do Discrimination & Adversity Drive 
the Inflammatory Basis of Suicidal 
Ideation in Black & Latinx Young 
Adults?
Advisor: Amanda Venta, Ph.D.

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Developmental, 
Cognitive, and 
Behavioral 
Neuroscience
My Viet Ha Nguyen

Cognitive Processing with Emotion 
Interference in Bilinguals and 
Monolinguals
Advisor: Arturo E. Hernandez, Ph.D. 

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Social Psychology
Perla Rae Henderson

The Psychology of Resistance: 
Exploring the Path from Perceived 
Racism to Activism 
Advisor: Adam K. Fetterman, Ph.D.

MASTER’S DEGREES

Department of Psychology
Kennedy Michelle Balzen
Christina Diaz Griep
Evelyn Dianne Rodarte

Department of 
Hispanic Studies

Master of Arts  
in Spanish
Rebecca Benitez

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Department of 
Hispanic Studies

Spanish
Krisla Canales
Laura Andrea Graterol

Department of History
Jacob Francis Doublesin 3
Dafne Montserrat Meza Flores
Diego A. Guerrero
Hallie Beth Hanna
Jocelyn Olivia Maldonado
Alejandro J. Mejia
Stefano Antonio Sacripanti

Julian Ezra Silva

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages

Chinese Studies
Taylor Renee Hart 3

Department of Philosophy
Braylen G. Samuel 2

Department of 
Political Science
Cristian Antonio Alvarado
Vanessa Arellano
Eman Ali Awan
Leyla S. Delorme
Estefany Espitia
Luke Nicholas Filyk 3
Taryn Nicole Johnson
Nathan Alexander Lucio
Karla Gabriella Martinez-Rodriguez
Imani Njeri Mwega
Lorraine Simone Perez
Caitlyn Patricia Ramirez
Arianah Nayeli Gonzalez Sanchez
Nicholas W. Stees 2
Alex Tovar
James Montgomery Vaughan

Department of Psychology
Kamran S. Ahmad
Shahnoor Ahtesham
Nazeefah Akhter
Sofia Al Shtaya 2
Najwa Algatan 2
Karla Kyra Maradiaga Alpizar
Anneth V. Arreola 1
Meigan E. Austria
Nirupama Balaji
Sheila Karina Morales Becerril
Anna J. Boeding
Tyler Louise Stclair Brink 1
Jacquelyn N. Broadway
Jaylah Erionne Brown
Stephanie Buchanan
Cassandra Janelle Castillo 2
Juan M. Castro
Rim M. Chafic
Christian Chuong Clement
Marquis D. Cobb

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II

Cynthia Rosita Cordero
Cameron James Cruz 3
Shatha Danah 3
Tiffany Dang
Maggey Ruth Belle Delaughter
Olivia A. Dietrich 2
Mia Fadi Droubi
Adanna Egbuta
Yesenia Enwere
Faith Utoabasi Essien
Katia P. Euceda
Anusha F. Farid
Abril J. Garcia
Namitha Elsa George
Makayla Renee Glass 3
Isabel B. Gonzalez 1
Miles Alexander Gray
Daisy Habahbeh
Amber Deann Hanson
Alexis Hart 3
Hiba Hassan 2
Hanna Heidari 3
Edgar Hernandez
Katelynn Guadalupe Hernandez
Vanessa Hernandez
Mercedes Estrada Herrera
Makayla Grace Hurtado
Tuyen Thanh Huynh
Marie Issier 3
Aakash James
Isyss N. Jenkins
Isabelle Ameerah Joly
Porscha Julien
Alexis Kelly 3

Jessica Khera 1
Corvin Arndt Kotyczka
Sydney Lacer
Merari E. Lara
Gabrielle M. Lavrack
James Ted Lewis
Juliet Lombardo 1
Sarah M. Lopez
Tyjazhane La' Cherry Love
Tyler Diep Luc
Adrian Emmanuel Marin
Mahita Marri
Daisy Martinez
Kellee H. McLean
Cinthia Jackeline Melgar
Emily S. Mexquitic
Luis A. Meza 3
Alexa Lynn Michael 2
Molly Virginia Miller 3
Jacklyn Nicole Moreno
Jazmin Navia
Justus Oyedamola Ojo
Erin Grace Okonsky 2
Natalie M. Olivarez
Claudia Sophia Sibrian Olmedo
Ria Patel
Chasey A. Pitts
Gianmarcel Pizarro
Christine Prieto
Kyle Ryan Pucheta 1
Yumn Syeda Qazi 3
Susan Raslan 3
Reece N. Rehbein 2
Grace Nicole Reyes 1

Mychal Michelle Rominger 3
Jacqueline Ambriana Rudisill 1
Mikayla Jorja-Marquee Ruff
Graciella Sanchez 3
Maria Shaikh 3
Maryam Aamir Sheikh
Zehran Hussain Shoaib
Deja Renae Simon
Joseline Castro Solis
Valerie Solis
Rachel Anne-Frances Strickland 3
Analise Lauren Strittmatter
Brianna Marie Thomas
Melissa Mary Thomas
Natalie R. Tulloch 3
Grant Michael Vanraemdonck
Ceana Lauren Vasquez
Andrea A. Vazquez-Hernandez
Carli Grace Wallace
Dallas Welka
Kathryn Whitley
Tykia Arnise Williams
Gena Lisa Wilson
Cynclare Reyna Wright

Department of Sociology
Christina Michelle Cavazos
Peyton McFarland
Taylor Bre Rowland
Elizabeth Salazar 2
Miranda Laiz Suarez Telles 3
Sydnee Aleaslynn Webb
Maya A. Williams
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

Congratulations on your graduation from the Honors College at the University 
of Houston! Your talents and motivation have culminated in the impressive 
achievements we recognize today. You have been on an extraordinary journey! 
Think back to your first Honors course and how far you have come. Honors 
courses have challenged you to think deeply about the nature of being 

human, as individuals and in societies. You’ve been encouraged to take what you learn beyond the 
classroom into research and community engagement.

Our unique community of faculty, staff, and students in the Honors College have been members of 
your team cheering you on. We are all now celebrating you as you begin your career or continue 
your studies in graduate or professional programs. We take pride in your achievements. As you 
leave on this new journey, the Honors College will always be a part of you.

Stay connected to the College and use your success to inspire future generations. Eventually I hope 
you will support the many programs and scholarships that you enjoyed during your time here.

We know that you are well-prepared to lead in your chosen field and to contribute solutions to the 
grand challenges we face in this ever-changing world. As you find your place in a new community, 
remember to be bold in action and to stand strong in the face of adversity. We believe in you!

Best,

Heidi Appel 
Dean of the Honors College 
Professor of Biology & Biochemistry
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The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic 
abilities. Below are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also 
complete a senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors 
courses; who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also 
complete a senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours 
of honors courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with 
distinction, they graduate with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.
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University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) and complete a Senior Honors Thesis graduate with 
University Honors with Honors in Major, the highest distinction that an undergraduate can earn at the University of 
Houston. The thesis title follows each graduate’s name.

Gerald D. Hines 
College of 
Architecture  
and Design
Stephanie Cornejo

Architecture

Eco-Tourism: Redesigning Cancun’s 
Hospitality Industry
Thesis Advisor: Donna Kacmar

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Sage Mitchell

theAtre

“Everything Rises”: Creative 
Playwriting and Queer Theatre 
History
Thesis Advisor: Elizabeth Coen

C. T. Bauer College 
of Business
Ramya Valipe

MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS

From Passive Consumption to 
Aiding and Abetting Terrorism: 
An Examination of AI-driven 
Recommendation Algorithms in 
Relation to the Intent-Consequence 
Goal
Thesis Advisor: Michelle Belco

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Thomas Hannan

MechAnicAl engineering

Monitoring Lithium-ion Battery 
State of Charge State of Health via 
Piezoceramic-Induced Low Frequency 
Stress Waves
Thesis Advisor: Gangbing Song

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Skyler B. Houser-Feinstein

PSychology

Psilocybin for Mild Blast-Induced 
Traumatic Brain Injury in US Service 
Members
Thesis Advisor: J. Leigh Leasure

Kiran Khan
PoliticAl Science/coMPuter Science

The Growing Acceptance of 
Trumpism within the Republican 
Party
Thesis Advisor: 
Brandon Rottinghaus

Tuyen Le
PoliticAl Science/ 
World cultureS & literAture

Kawaii as Politics
Thesis Advisor: Sarasij Majumder

Jenny Truong
engliSh

Ptolomea
Thesis Advisor: Martha Serpas

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Kiran Khan

coMPuter Science/PoliticAl Science

The Growing Acceptance of 
Trumpism within the Republican 
Party
Thesis Advisor: 
Brandon Rottinghaus

Danny Le
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Magnesium on the Structural 
Behavior of the αL-I Domain
Thesis Advisor: Mehmet Sen

Yugbhai Patel
PhySicS

Prospects for Gluon Imaging at the 
EIC Using ePIC
Thesis Advisor: Rene Bellwied

Dimanthi Perera
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Simulating Mitotic Exit: Training the 
Minimal Chromatin Model on Human 
Mitotic Chromosomes
Thesis Advisor: Greg Morrison

Elaine Vo
Biology

The Role of Inflammation in the 
Pathogenesis of Meibomian Gland 
Dysfunction
Thesis Advisor: 
Vivien Coulson-Thomas
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Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete a Senior Honors Thesis and fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of 
their major with distinction, including 21 hours of honors courses, or by completing an Honors College minor graduate 
with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major. The thesis title follows each graduate’s name.

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Tisha Haukongo

Biotechnology

Synthetic Microbiomes for Plant 
Stress Tolerance
Thesis Advisor: Abdul Latif Khan

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Kalena Holeman

engliSh

Reading the Descent Otherwise: Notes 
Toward a Black Feminist Analysis of 
Dante and the Journey in Twentieth-
Century Literature of the Black 
Diaspora
Thesis Advisor: Haylee Harrell

Nicholas Stees
PoliticAl Science/PhiloSoPhy

The Philosophy of Pain and the 
Framework of Communicative Justice
Thesis Advisor: Tamler Sommers

Membership in the Honors College with Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines 
College of 
Architecture 
and Design

Diego Contraras Rios
Architecture

Missing Middle(s)
Thesis Advisor: Shawn M. Lutz

Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines 
College of 
Architecture 
and Design
Angela Altamirano Sanchez

Architecture

Nature’s Forgotten Blueprint: 
Reclaiming Gaia’s Natural Resources; 
earth
Thesis Advisor: 
Rafael Beneytez-Durán

Ileana Carbajal
Architecture

Enhancing Human Brain Health 
Through Design
Thesis Advisor: 
José Roldán Caballero

Kai Wen Chua
Architecture

X-Minute City: Infrastructure 
Citizenship Through Public 
Transportation
Thesis Advisor: Susan Rogers

Lene Fourie
interior Architecture

UBUNTU - “I am because we are”
Thesis Advisor: 
Marta Rodriguez Fernandez

Brandon Garcia
Architecture

Suburban Renaissance: Reimagining 
the American Dream Through Play
Thesis Advisor: Jason Logan

Litzy Garcia
Architecture

Adaptable Architecture: The Fourth 
Space
Thesis Advisor: 
Rafael Beneytez-Durán

Jeffery Moisant
Architecture

Echoes of Industry
Thesis Advisor: Daniel Jacobs

Cyrus Sadegi
Architecture

Submerged: Ft. Project Nemo/ 
Narrative-Based Design
Thesis Advisor: Dietmar Froehlich

Ian Simon
Architecture

Beyond Fear: Architectural Solutions 
for Nuclear Infrastructure
Thesis Advisor: José Roldán 
Caballero

Jamison Wicks
Architecture

Hubs of Growth
Thesis Advisor: Donna Kacmar

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Ngoc Khoa Nguyen

induStriAl engineering

Evaluating the Effect of Weight Loss 
on Releasing Chronic Rhinosinusitis 
Symptoms in Obese Population Using 
Machine Learning
Thesis Advisor: Ying Lin
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College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Rawan Aljaouni

PSychology

Measuring Compassion Within 
University of Houston College of 
Medicine Students
Thesis Advisor: Bradley Smith

Ke’La Barnes
PSychology

When Dominance Drives: Exploring 
Moderators of Intimate Partner 
Sexual Coercion
Thesis Advisor: Julia Babcock

Lindsay Bevers
PSychology

The Association Between Anxiety 
Sensitivity and Eating Expectancies 
in Hispanic Emerging Adult College 
Students
Thesis Advisor: Michael Zvolensky

Victoria Blake
engliSh

Fairy Folklore and Classical 
Mythology in Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream
Thesis Advisor: Ann Christensen

Alissa Boxleitner
engliSh

“You Can’t See Her, But You Can”: 
Myriam Gaube, the Institutional 
Rape Narrative, and the Politics of 
Survivorship
Thesis Advisor: Haylee Harrell

Anisah Khan
engliSh

The Great Indian Divide of 1947: Told 
by Two Generations
Thesis Advisor: Auritro Majumder

Lucas Leger
engliSh

The Monstrous Other: The 
Convergence of Queer Culture and 
the Horror Genre
Thesis Advisor: Paul Guajardo

Douglass Pipkin
PSychology

The Role of Shame and Guilt in 
Negative Outcomes of Alcohol Use
Thesis Advisor: Clayton Neighbors

Manvi Singh
PSychology

Immigrant Discrimination in Hiring 
Based on Country of Origin
Thesis Advisor: Isaac Sabat

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Jacob Leipold

Biology

Structural Impact of the N-Terminal 
Flanking Peptide on VWF A1 Domain
Thesis Advisor: Mehmet Sen

Teymour Meguid
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

The Conservation of Rho 
Transcription Termination
Thesis Advisor: William Widger

Jason Ruszkowski
PhySicS/PoliticAl Science

Stimulated Brillouin Scattering by 
Satellite Transmission
Thesis Advisor: Edgar Bering

University Honors
Students who complete The Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors.

Gerald D. Hines 
College of 
Architecture  
and Design
Aly Mohammad Noorani

Architecture

Kathrine G. 
McGovern College 
of the Arts
Valeria Bautista

APPlied MuSic

Alaina Janae Harmon
Art

C. T. Bauer College 
of Business
Waleed Abushaaban

finAnce/ entrePreneurShiP

Viviana Amaya
finAnce

Sundas Araim
SuPPly chAin MAnAgeMent

Allyn Barragan
finAnce/Accounting

Zahra K. Bhattacharya
finAnce /coMPuter Science

David Buenaventura
finAnce/entrePreneurShiP

Erin Callahan
SuPPly chAin MAnAgeMent

Carolina Camacho
SuPPly chAin MAnAgeMent

Marie Collazo
MAnAgeMent

Samantha Covarrubias
MArketing

Chelsea Crow
Accounting

Yash Dhanji
finAnce/SuPPly chAin MAnAgeMent

Camden Elliott
MArketing/finAnce

Stephanie Farrell
MAnAgeMent

Layla Faysal
MArketing

Christian Frank
MAnAgeMent

Kay Grein
entrePreneurShiP

Arnav Ashish Gupta
finAnce

Simone Heck
finAnce/entrePreneurShiP

University of Houston
The Honors College  
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Sally Huang
Accounting

Rawand Hwayyiz
SuPPly chAin MAnAgeMent

Rohit John
finAnce

Daniel Kalathoor
MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS

Ismahane Khalfaoui
MAnAgeMent

Caitlyn King
Accounting

Chelsea Kohler
Accounting

Adeline Lee
SuPPly chAin MAnAgeMent

Maurice May
finAnce/MArketing

Jesse Jean Mari Mina
MAnAgeMent inforMAtion 
SySteMS/entrePreneurShiP

Agha Mirza
finAnce

Yareli Morales Sosa
Accounting

Jonathan Nguyen
Accounting/finAnce

Ryan Nguyen
MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS

Zayd Noormohamed
MAnAgeMent

Uma Patel
finAnce/PoliticAl Science

Mariana Pirovolou
finAnce

Phoenix Pittman
Accounting/finAnce

Matthew Portner
Accounting

Zahra Rizvi
finAnce/MArketing

Katherine Said
Accounting

Christopher Schroeder
Accounting

Dristi Shah
MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS

Aymen Athar Syed
MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS

Ylleza Sylejmani
Accounting/finAnce

Natalie Ta
MArketing

Ealena Telson
MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS

Emily Thomas
finAnce

Jordan Underwood
finAnce

Jimmy Vien
Accounting

Fatima Villazana Gomez
finAnce

Yun-Yi Wang
MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS/heAlth

Hunter Ybarra
MArketing

Caroline Zhang
finAnce

College of Education
Mariah Athaide

heAlth

Ese J. Esharive
heAlth

Enoabasi Mbaba
heAlth/PSychology

Sundos F. Nofal
heAlth

Maleni K. Ramesh
heAlth

Yun-Yi Wang
heAlth/MAnAgeMent inforMAtion SySteMS

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Leonard B. Aruj

MechAnicAl engineering

Teddy Sharbel Awad
civil engineering

Areen Azouz
cheMicAl engineering

Brandt C. Bechtel
civil engineering

Ariana M. Bose
cheMicAl engineering

Ethan J. Bylsma
MechAnicAl engineering

Mateo Rosario Giovanni Cannata
MechAnicAl engineering

Eduardo C. Cardenas
coMPuter engineering

Lauren Elise Dipaola
BioMedicAl engineering

Abigail E. Dobney
cheMicAl engineering

Claire Marie Dunn
cheMicAl engineering

Asaad Elsayed
coMPuter engineering technology

Jose Angel Esqueda
coMPuter engineering

Abdallah Ghoneim
BioMedicAl engineering

Francisco Gomez Hernandez
cheMicAl engineering

Erika Hoa Gruber
cheMicAl engineering

Sneha Gudala
cheMicAl engineering

Hasan Akram Habazi
MechAnicAl engineering

Mark Hanna
cheMicAl engineering

Edison Thieu Huynh
cheMicAl engineering

Gavin Patrick Irwin
electricAl engineering

Zain A. Jafri
MechAnicAl engineering

Arun Elias John
electricAl engineering

Jeryl A. Joseph
MechAnicAl engineering

Gavin Michael Joyce
electricAl engineering

Dana Maia I. Khalil
cheMicAl engineering

Saira Z. Khan
cheMicAl engineering

David Leon
MechAnicAl engineering

Pichpiseth Long
civil engineering

Bryan Luna
MechAnicAl engineering

Carolina Macias
cheMicAl engineering

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Gursharn Mann
electricAl engineering

John Anthony Martinez
cheMicAl engineering

Karina Montero
electricAl engineering

Stephanie Negrete
MechAnicAl engineering

Ashley Nguyen
electricAl engineering

Dat Minh Nguyen
MechAnicAl engineering

Maxim Novak
MechAnicAl engineering technology

Miracle Osolobrugwemedi Ofomaja
cheMicAl engineering

Charles Alexander Ortiz
MechAnicAl engineering

Shantanu Kiran Patole
MechAnicAl engineering

Abigail Grace Pomeroy
BioMedicAl engineering

Jyothis Sajan
electricAl engineering

Adolfo Salazar Mendoza
Biotechnology

Swetha Saravanan
BioMedicAl engineering

Akhil Shankar
MechAnicAl engineering

Anya Shrestha
coMPuter inforMAtion SySteMS

Ibad Ur Rehman Siddiqui
cheMicAl engineering

Sean Sobremesana
digitAl MediA

Ali-Rayhaan Soonasra
BioMedicAl engineering

Katalin Stubits-Gallagher
induStriAl engineering

Parsa E. Tari
MechAnicAl engineering

Nathan Touchet
electricAl engineering

Nathan Varghese
cheMicAl engineering

Colton B. Warren
coMPuter engineering

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality 
Leadership
Brandi Lynn Knight

hotel And reStAurAnt MAnAgeMent

Emily Yeh
hotel And reStAurAnt MAnAgeMent

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Nawar Ahmed

PSychology

Ryan Banda
AnthroPology

Alexis Boehmer
PSychology

Pranav Bommekal
PSychology

Dylan Campos
PSychology

Savannah Colquitt
PSychology

Jessica Dixon
liBerAl StudieS

Athina Economon
econoMicS

Samma Elhammady
PSychology

Clarke Mason Stokes Foster
PoliticAl Science

Jasmine Garcia
PSychology/coMPuter Science

Danielle Gomez
liBerAl StudieS

Kay Grein
chineSe StudieS/entrePreneurShiP

Alveena Imran
PSychology

Baycha Emine Isik
PSychology/MAtheMAticS

Simranjot Kaur
PSychology/Biology

Makenna Celeste Kennedy
PSychology

Rabeeya Khan
PSychology

Rex Walker Kidd
Sociology

Antonio Deshea Kirts
PoliticAl Science

Karla Landa
PSychology

Larissa Liu
kineSiology – exerciSe Science

Soledad Lopez
AnthroPology

Ashley Maldonado
kineSiology – exerciSe Science

Riya Mann
huMAn nutrition And foodS

Yuleth Martinez
SPAniSh

Enoabasi Mbaba
PSychology/heAlth

Camille McFarland
engliSh

Mihael Mendo
PSychology

Isha Merchant
coMMunicAtionS – StrAtegic 
coMMunicAtion

Paola Navarro
PSychology

Kelly Nguyen
PSychology

Uma Patel
PoliticAl Science/finAnce

Chelsey Nhung Phan
PSychology

Rebecca Potts
coMMunicAtionS – coMMunicAtion StudieS

Emily A. Powell
econoMicS

Cindy Giselle Rivas Alfaro
coMMunicAtionS – JournAliSM

Adriele Rivera
kineSiology – exerciSe Science

Fatima Rivera Chavez
PSychology

Drusila Saucedo
PoliticAl Science

Bismah Shaikh
PSychology

Amna Siddiqui
engliSh

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Caasi Sleeman
PSychology

Samantha Torres-Lozano
coMMunicAtionS – coMMunicAtion StudieS

Kelly Trinh
huMAn nutrition And foodS

Nmesomachukwu Ukachi-Nwata
PSychology

Rose Isabelle Villanueva
PSychology

Patrick Garrison Vogel
engliSh

Andrew James Wach
coMMunicAtionS – coMMunicAtion StudieS

Eshal Warsi
PoliticAl Science

Matthew Wilson
hiStory

Charis J. Wu
hiStory/Sociology

Mielad Ziaee
PSychology

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Salma Shaaban Mahran Abbady

coMPuter Science

Aly Alrabaa
Biology

Fatmi Assi
Biology

Dalia G. Awad
Biology

Salam Azim
Biology

Usman Azim
Biology

Zahra K. Bhattacharya
coMPuter Science/finAnce

Natasha Biswas
Biology

Lucy Blood
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Lily Bonzon
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

Dennis Chan
coMPuter Science

Taylor Cornett
MAtheMAticAl Biology

Dulce Garcia
Biology

Jasmine Garcia
coMPuter Science/PSychology

Benjamin Guzman
coMPuter Science

Matthew Ha
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

Sigmund Francis Haidacher
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Christian Han
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Donna Iles
cheMiStry

Ashish Job
coMPuter Science

Alan Johnson
coMPuter Science

Neha Joshi
coMPuter Science

Mary Catherine Frances Jurica
Biology/PSychology

Simranjot Kaur
Biology

Benjamin Key
coMPuter Science/MAtheMAticS

Ranya Khalifa
Biology

Aila Khan
Biology

Rosemarie Faustina Le
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Eric Lee
Biology

Ehson Maleki
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

Jesus Mendoza
Biology

Kylan Naidoo
Biology

Kevin Nguyen
Biology

Minh Khue Nguyen
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

Natalie Nguyen
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

Ngoc-Trang Adrienne Nguyen
Biology

Islamiyah Odunaiya
Biology

Kimeera Paladugu
Biology

Arun Parameswaran
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Nia Pereda
Biology

Auxil Perez
Biology

Vi Pham
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Vishnu Raghavan
Biology

Laila Rahman
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Joseph Reisdorf
coMPuter Science

Anand Santosh Sabnis
coMPuter Science

Vipun Sharma
Biology

Zainab Tafish
honorS BioMedicAl ScienceS

Phuong Tran
Biology

Daniel Viray
coMPuter Science/MAtheMAticS

Hannah Wani
Biology

Robin Westveer
MAtheMAticS

Jenna Hani Zamil
Biology

Hobby School 
of Public Affairs
Juan P. Moreno

PuBlic Policy

Tiffani Than
PuBlic Policy

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Collegiate Honors
Students who complete and fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 
21 hours of honors courses, or by completing an Honors College minor, graduate with Collegiate Honors.

Gerald D. Hines 
College of 
Architecture  
and Design
Astrid Alessandra Gallareta

Architecture

Kevin Jack Liu
Architecture

Harry Leslie Parlette
Architecture

Lauren Kathleen Smith
Architecture

C. T. Bauer College 
of Business
Hebah Amjad

MAnAgeMent inforMAtion 
SySteMS/MArketing

College of Education
Humaira Khan

heAlth

Jocelyne Ma
heAlth

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Mohamed Wael Abuzaid

coMPuter engineering

Nayera Osman Ahmed
cheMicAl engineering

Jing Tao Lim
cheMicAl engineering

Lesley Lopez
induStriAl engineering

Jonathan Nguyen
electricAl engineering

Mohammed Rayed Sheikh
coMPuter inforMAtion SySteMS

Anish Sohail Siddiqui
coMPuter engineering And AnAlyticS

Muskaan Trivedi
coMPuter engineering

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Tya Chakaroun

PSychology

Jacorian Clayton
coMMunicAtionS – MediA Production

Charlotte Durham
engliSh

Michael Frausto
PoliticAl Science

Maria J. Gabarron
PoliticAl Science

Jasmine Gozalo
PSychology

Victoria Rose Groody
econoMicS

Aidan Hegner
kineSiology – SPortS AdMiniStrAtion

Xin Qi Huang
econoMicS

Noah Leflore
liBerAl StudieS

Mike Minh Ly
hiStory/Sociology

Myra Mohiuddin
liBerAl StudieS

Hiswat Mustapha
PSychology

Ngwanma Nwafor
huMAn nutrition And foodS

Zohaib Sidi
PoliticAl Science/Biology

Eleanor Anne Standige
PSychology

Sandra Taboada-Palau
coMMunicAtionS – JournAliSM

Kaitlin Tilotta
PSychology

Rachel Zdansky
AMericAn Sign lAnguAge interPreting

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Natalie Renee Allen

MAtheMAticS

Hamza Awan
Biology

Shinelle Rose Barretto
coMPuter Science

Sydney Bennett
Biology

Karina Borja
Biology

Venus Ferguson
coMPuter Science

Cydney Haynes
Biology

Sydney Anne Lozado
MAtheMAticS

Lady Helaine Maberit
Biology

Valerio Martinez
coMPuter Science

Kevin Moises Mejia Bonilla
coMPuter Science

Alessandro J. Montenegro
coMPuter Science

Ayomide David Odejimi
coMPuter Science

Ryan Pereira
Biology

Nguyen Quynh
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

Brandon Schuette
coMPuter Science

Shimonee Shah
Biology

Zohaib Sidi
Biology/PoliticAl Science

Trung Tran
Biology

Maria Varghese
coMPuter Science

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Lydia Varughese
Biology

Nader Yusuf
BiocheMicAl & BioPhySicAl ScienceS

Andy and Barbara 
Gessner College 
of Nursing
Anna Helena Faith Dela Cruz Eligio

nurSing

Hobby School 
of Public Affairs
Saron Abebe Regassa

PuBlic Policy

Membership in The Honors College
Students who complete and fulfill the requirements of the college of their major graduate with Membership in the 
Honors College.

Gerald D. Hines 
College of 
Architecture  
and Design
Andrea Moscoso Garces

Architecture

College of Education
Daphne Canales

heAlth

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Srivarshan Arasu

BioMedicAl engineering

Han N. Duong
coMPuter engineering

Samuel Vanegas
MechAnicAl engineering

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Kaitlin Barajas

AnthroPology

Cameron Davis
PSychology

Jonathan Escobedo
PSychology

Madison Hayes
PoliticAl Science

Sunny Hua
coMMunicAtionS – JournAliSM

Alishba Javed
PSychology

Laura Pham
hiStory

Sydney Reinhart
kineSiology – exerciSe Science

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Dyma Hikmat

MAtheMAticS

Samuel Mlinka
coMPuter Science

Marshall Morgan
coMPuter Science

Ayush Patel
coMPuter Science

Cameron Ptak
Biology

Alfredo Ruiz
coMPuter Science

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Message from the UH Alumni Foundation Board President

Let me be the first to welcome you to the UH Alumni Association. 
You are joining a global network of over 305,000 Cougars. With your 
participation, we can only grow stronger. As you embark on this next 
chapter, know that your Alumni Association is here to help you stay 
connected with your beloved alma mater. From volunteering at an event, 
joining an Association or Network, signing on to UH Link, to becoming a 

Life Member, the opportunities to engage are endless. 
Please scan the QR code below to enjoy all the activities that soon await you. In the 
meantime, savor this moment and continue to soar.
True we’ll ever be and Go Coogs!

Shazia Khan (’84) 
UH Alumni Association Foundation Board President

Have You Completed  
Your Alumni Checklist?

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
Alumni Associa�on

https://houstonalumni.com/recent-grads/
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