
Tips for Writing an Effective Scholarship Essay

• Write in your own voice

Needs improvement: From all of these experiences, I 

came to a realization that being a dentist means being an 

imperative leader, an indispensable team player, and 

someone with refined dexterity skills.

Better: Leading a dental practice requires coordination 

among many professionals, and my experience as 

president of UH Students for Change has demonstrated 

my success in working with a team of my peers.

Remember that a scholarship essay is a 

persuasive document



Tips for Writing an Effective Scholarship Essay

• Respond directly to the essay prompt

Prompt: Identify how receiving this scholarship would help 

further your educational goals.

Somewhere in the response: As a recipient of this 

scholarship, the financial difficulty that I currently face 

would be lessened, allowing me to work only my one 

part-time tutoring job and to dedicate the time I currently 

spend working in food service to studying. During my 

senior year, that would enable me to complete an 

internship offered through my department’s “Cougars at 

Work” program, an opportunity that would not otherwise 

be available to me.



Tips for Writing an Effective Scholarship Essay

• Be specific

Needs improvement: My internship helped me understand 

the power of serving others.

Better: Through working directly with wonderful researchers in 

the dynamic field of biotechnology, I see now that this field 

has the wonderful potential not only to be on the cutting edge 

of technological innovation, but also to aid many patients who 

previously would not have had access to such resources.    

• But be concise

Best: Through working directly with researchers in 

biotechnology, I now understand the field’s potential not only 

to be on the cutting edge of technological innovation, but also 

to aid many patients in need. 



Tips for Writing an Effective Scholarship Essay

• Talk about your characteristics and 

qualifications by referencing specific examples 

Needs improvement: To succeed academically you must 

work hard, and I am well-qualified based on my work ethic.

Better: Working as a math tutor while simultaneously taking 

18 hours and receiving a 3.5 GPA last semester was a 

challenge, but my planning and time management skills 

assured my success. In addition to using the work as a way 

to earn money, I could also brush up on my skills for my 

classes, and I knew that I would also have time to study 

when I wasn’t working with students.



Tips for Writing an Effective Scholarship Essay

• Tailor your essay to the organization granting 

the scholarship

From the UH Alumni Association website: “The UH Alumni 

Association is a global community of alumni and friends 

committed to and sharing pride in the growth and support 

of the University of Houston as a premier institution.”

Example of tailoring an essay: Receiving this scholarship 

would enable me to use my interest in studying abroad to 

further my studies in international business while 

demonstrating the global reach of UH as a premier academic 

institution.



Tips for Writing an Effective Scholarship Essay

• Revise multiple times
o Start well in advance of the due date

o Complete a draft and put it aside

o Review the draft to make improvements

o Have others review it

 Visit the UH Writing Center

o Proofread for errors of grammar and punctuation



To sign up for a UH Writing Center consultation visit 

our website at writingcenter.uh.edu and click “Schedule 

Appointments” to access our scheduling system

If you do not have an account with the UH Writing Center, select “Click here to register” 

and enter your information. Once you have an account, enter your email address and 

password, choose “General Writing Consultations” from the drop-down menu and log in.



Choose your desired date/time and click on the white box to reserve.



Fill out the reservation record, choose “Save appointment,” 

then meet your consultant in room 234 of the Classroom & Business Building.

You can also make audio-enabled online consultations by selecting “Online 

Writing Consultations” from the drop-down menu and following the same steps.


