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Condemning Executive Order No. GA-44

Whereas, on March 27, 2024, the Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott, issued
Executive Order No. GA-44, which is an intimidation tactic aimed at suppressing the free
speech of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and Palestinian Solidarity Committee
(PSC) chapters on Texas public campuses;

Whereas, Executive Order No. GA-44 directs Texas public universities to “review and
update free speech policies” to limit free speech, academic freedom, and student activism;

Whereas, Executive Order No. GA-44 specifically names Students for Justice in Palestine
(SJP) and Palestine Solidarity Committee (PSC) chapters and labels them as targets that
should be “disciplined for violating these policies”;

Whereas, the State of Texas is legally and ethically bound to uphold First Amendment
rights, and Executive Order GA-44 blatantly violates these rights, namely the right to
freedom of speech, the right to assemble, and the right to expression through protest;



Whereas, Executive Order No. GA-44 endangers students advocating for the end to the
genocide of Palestinians—endangering Palestinian, Arab, and Muslim students in
particular—by creating a hostile environment that suppresses free speech;

Whereas, the University of Houston explicitly states their goal in the Freedom of
Expression Policy Purpose and Scope that “The University of Houston is committed to
fostering a learning environment where free inquiry and expression are encouraged”;

Whereas, the University of Houston Student Government Association’s 58th
administration passed SGAR-58001, Protectlon and Support of Pro-Palestine Students and
Activism Resolution, affirming that speech actlon,‘

_protest and campaigns—including the
pursuit and support for the Boycott Divestment andeancuons (BDS) movement agalnst

conflation of antl'

Zionism: w1th antlsemltlsm ;

Whereas, nuhl;erous'ifa ulty of theUIIIVEI'SltY of H'Ousto'nf'hi\f expressed their support of
the right of students to speak ou for "Palestlne through 51gn1ng H Faculty Agamst

Censorship Statement.=

Whereas, SGAR—58001 called on UH Admmlstratlon to 1ssue a pubhc statement
affirming the right of students to orgamze andeadvocate for Palestlne in the summer of
2021, yet UH Admmlstratlon has not lssued a statement smce |

Therefore, be it resolved by the Senate of the Student Government Association of
the University of Houston:

The University of Houston Student Government Association condemns Executive Order
GA-44 and will protect students’ speech, actions, protests, and campaigns—including the
pursuit of BDS against [srael—as well as the existence of Palestinian solidarity organizing
and other expressions of Palestinian freedom.



Be it further resolved, the University of Houston Student Government Association calls
on UH Administration to refuse to comply with the Executive Order;

Be it further resolved, the University of Houston Student Government Association
rejects the false conflation of anti-Zionism with anti-semitism;

Be it further resolved, the University of Houston Student Government Association calls
on UH Administration to release a public statement condemning the Executive Order and
reaffirming the constitutional right to free speech of students to speak out for Palestine;

Let it be resolved, the Un1ver31ty of Houston_Student Government Association calls on
UH Administration to protect its. students- ight to*-speech?'a' 1on, protest and campaigns
through. '
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