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Recognition of the Need to Sustain University Makerspaces

Whereas, the Keeland Design Laboratory is the only accessible, therefore primary, and
essential facility for creative arts and design students at the University of Houston';

Whereas, the engineering makerspace has been shut down, thereby limiting resources and
opportunities for students to engage in hands-on, practical learning;

Whereas, the art makerspace is privately funded and thus not accessible to all students,
further emphasizing the need for appropriately-funded makerspaces to ensure equal access
for all students regardless of their financial situations;

Whereas, makerspaces provide students with hands-on learning opportunities that foster
real-world skills and problem-solving abilities;

Whereas, the presence of well-funded makerspaces can significantly enhance the
university’s reputation as a hub for innovation, thereby attracting prospective students;

! https://thedailycougar.com/2024/04/18/keeland-design-lab-under-financial-stress-proposes-charging-students-for-use/




Whereas, the Keeland Design Laboratory supports entrepreneurship and startup
initiatives by providing the tools and space needed for prototyping and product
development

‘Whereas, the lack of proper funding for makerspaces disproportionately affects students
from low-income backgrounds, limiting their opportunities for practical and experiential
learning,.

Therefore, be it resolved by the Student Government Association of the University
of Houston: c | '

The Student Government Assoc1atlon formally recogmzes the CI‘lth&l role of makerspaces
in fostering 1nnovation, collaboratlon, and practlcal learmng exper1en es for students
across multiple dlsmplmes Lt ‘ C

Be it further resolved that the Student Government Assoc1at1on advocates for increased
funding and resources to be allocated to the Keeland De51gn Laboratory to enisure its
continued operatlon and ablhty to sei've the student body effecttvely i

Be it further resolved that the Student Govemment Assoc1atlon urges the un1ver31ty
administration to explore sustamable fundlng rnodels, mcludmg potentlal partnersh1ps
with [ocal busmesses, alumm donatlons, and | grant opportumtles, o support the Keeland
Design Laboratory S i S o : |

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT,

en : Government Assoc1atron of the University of
Houston is committed to ensuring t

ed and equttable fundlng of the Keeland
ognlzlng their essential role in enhancing

Design Laboratory and other makerspa

student innovation, collaboration, and practi¢al learning experiences across all disciplines.
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